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UNILATERAL PROBLEMS FOR THE p-LAPLACE OPERATOR
IN PERFORATED MEDIA INVOLVING LARGE PARAMETERS *

DELFINA GOMEZ!, MIGUEL LOBO!, EUGENIA PEREZ?>?, ALEXANDER V. PODOLSKIP®
AND TATIANA A. SHAPOSHNIKOVA®

Abstract. We address homogenization problems for variational inequalities issue from unilateral con-
straints for the p-Laplacian posed in perforated domains of R™, with n > 3 and p € [2,n]. € is a
small parameter which measures the periodicity of the structure while a. < € measures the size of the
perforations. We impose constraints for solutions and their fluxes (associated with the p-Laplacian) on
the boundary of the perforations. These constraints imply that the solution is positive and that the
flux is bounded from above by a negative, nonlinear monotonic function of the solution multiplied by
a parameter . which may be very large, namely, 8. — oo as € — 0. We first consider the case where
p < n and the domains periodically perforated by tiny balls and we obtain homogenized problems
depending on the relations between the different parameters of the problem: p, n, €, a. and 8.. Critical
relations for parameters are obtained which mark important changes in the behavior of the solutions.
Correctors which provide improved convergence are also computed. Then, we extend the results for
p = n and the case of non periodically distributed isoperimetric perforations. We make it clear that in
the averaged constants of the problem, the perimeter of the perforations appears for any shape.
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1. INTRODUCTION

Homogenization problems in perforated media for the p-Laplace operator have been considered in the liter-
ature over the last decades. We mention [8, 28, 32] for Dirichlet boundary conditions, [14] for Neumann con-
ditions, [36] for Signorini conditions, [38-40] for some generalized Robin type boundary conditions, [15] for
perforations along a manifold, [26,41] for obstacles in perforated domains, and [3,4,12] for different abstract
frameworks involving perforated media: see also references therein. Different assumptions on the geometry
and the distribution of the perforations are made in the above-mentioned papers; also different assumptions
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on p are considered. See [13,29,43] and references therein in connection with models related to p-Laplacian, for
different values of p, arising e.g. in glaciology, torsional creep and flows through porous media.

The problems under consideration in this paper are different from those in previous papers. We consider
the p-Laplace operator in a perforated domain by “tiny cavities”, with constraints for the solution in a general
framework (cf., e.g., [42]), and further specifying, constraints for the solution and its normal derivative (associ-
ated with the p-Laplacian) on the boundary of the perforations, involving a nonlinear function of the solution,
o, and a parameter. This parameter may depend on the period and it can be either a very large parameter or a
very small parameter; also o can be a quite general monotonic increasing function (cf. (2.1)—(2.3) and Sect. 8).

We focus on obtaining critical sizes of perforations and critical relations between parameters which give rise to
a strange term in the homogenized problem, at the same time as we describe all the possible homogenized media
depending on the parameters of the problem. In addition, we construct correcting terms which provide strong
convergence in the corresponding Sobolev spaces and obtain precise bounds for convergence rates. Strange terms
issue simultaneously from the constraint for the solution and the constraint for the normal derivative on the
boundary of the cavities, and correctors for solutions are obtained for the first time in homogenization theory of
the p-Laplace operator. These strange terms can appear in a boundary value problem or in an obstacle problem;
their nonlinear character being very different. As one might expect, considering all the possible relations between
parameters and the improved convergence provided by the correctors may restrict the geometrical configuration
of the problem as well as the properties of the nonlinear function ¢ which however seems to be optimal to obtain
all the results (cf. Sect. 8).

More precisely, we consider the domain (2. which is obtained by removing small domains G., the cavi-
ties/perforations, of diameter 2a. < ¢, from a fixed domain {2 of R™ (see Fig. 1). The cavities are distributed
over the whole domain at a distance O(g) between them, £ being a small parameter that we shall make to go
to 0. We denote by S. the boundary of the cavities, namely, S. = 0G.. For n > 3 and p € [2,n], we study the
asymptotic behavior of the solution u., as € — 0, of the following problem:

_Apuz’-: = f n Q&a
ue =0 on 012, (1.1)
ue > 0, 8upus > 7560(353“5)3 us(aupus + 660—(x7u6)) =0 for T € S,

where f € L(£2) with ¢ = p/(p — 1), Apu = div(|Vul[P~2Vu), 9,,u = |[Vu[P~%(Vu,v), v denotes the unit
outward normal to 2. on S., 5. > 0 is a e-dependent constant, ¢ = o(x,u) is a continuously differentiable
function defined in £2 x R, strongly monotone with respect to u (cf. (2.1)-(2.3)). Note that 3. is referred to as
the adsorption parameter, and the variational formulation of (1.1) is (2.5).

We distinguish two ranges of p: p € [2,n) and p = n. For 2 < p < n we assume that the adsorption parameter
takes the value 77, with v € R, and that the cavities G are balls of radius a. = Cpe® (with « > 1 and
Cy > 0), which are periodically distributed over (2. It should be emphasized that this geometrical configuration
is essential over all for the relations & = n/(n — p) and v = n(p — 1)/(n — p) = a(p — 1) (see the intersection
point in Figs. 2 and 3) since the solution of the local problem obtained from the microstructure of the model is
somewhat related with the fundamental solution of the p-Laplace operator. The solution of the local problem
can be computed via a nonlinear equation that recalls the functional equation (1.3) (cf. Sect. 8). We relax the
above geometrical configuration for the case where p = n, a case where a certain non periodically distribution
of the cavities is allowed while they can have arbitrary shapes with a fixed perimeter (see the different cells in
Fig. 1 and the functional equations (1.10)—(1.11)): a comparison result makes it difficult to extend the result to
pE[2,n).

Below, cf. Section 1.1, we relate all the homogenized problems and the main results that we obtain as well
as the structure of the paper.
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FIGURE 1. The geometrical configuration of (2. and the periodicity cell.

1.1. The homogenized problems

For p € [2,n), we obtain the homogenized problem, as e — 0, for different relations between « and ~y (see a
sketch of all the possible situations in Fig. 2). Among these relations, two of them provide asymptotic relations
between adsorption, size and periodicity parameters which are related to as critical size and critical relation for
the adsorption. Let us explain this in further detail. By comparison with the p-Laplace operator in perforated
media, the classical critical size for the perforations with the p-Laplacian and Dirichlet boundary conditions on
Se (see [28]) is given by o« = n/(n — p). For @ > n/(n — p) the cavities are very small and they, as well as the
constraints with any adsorption parameter, do not influence the average process (cf. the region a > n/(n—p) in
Figure 2, problem (1.8), Thms. 6.4, and 6.5 for improved convergence). A strange term appears for a = n/(n—p).

It should be mentioned that the terminology of strange term here used appears in [9] for linear problems
with Dirichlet boundary conditions on the perforations; see the reference to the original work introducing this
terminology and further references in [9]; see also [31] in connection with the above-mentioned term in these linear
problems; see [28] for Dirichlet conditions with the p-Laplacian, and [21,24] for the Laplacian with nonlinear
Robin boundary conditions on the perforations. In our problem, it happens that this strange term also depends
on the adsorption parameter and it ranges from a classical reaction term associated with the p-Laplacian, namely
of the type |u|P~2u or |u~[P~2u~, to the reaction term o(z,u) by multiplicative constants of the problem or
a reaction term given by a function implicitly defined in a functional equation of the type (2.19). Also the
character of the homogenized problem can change including boundary value problems (cf. (1.2), (1.4), (1.5)
and (1.8)) and obstacle problems (c¢f. (1.6) and (1.7)). In fact, for each value of a, 1 < a < n/(n — p), the
relation v = a(n — 1) —n provides the so-called critical relation for the adsorption parameter which implies that
the total area of the perforations multiplied by the adsorption parameter is of order O(1).

In order to make more comprehensible the entire results for p € [2,n), which we summarize in Figures 2
and 3, we introduce here a table with all the possible limit situations:

I.  When a=n/(n—p) and v =n(p —1)/(n — p), the homogenized problem is:

~Ayut An7p(|H(x, wH) P2 H (2,0t + |u- \P—Qu—) —f im0
u=0 on a1,
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p—1
where A, , = (%) Cy Pwy and, for every (z,7) € 2 x R, H(x,7) is the solution of the functional

equation
By HIP7?H = o(z, 7 — H), (1.3)

: n— p—l 1-p
with B, = (22) C37".

II. When o =n/(n—p) and v < n(p — 1)/(n — p), the homogenized problem is

—Apu+ A plu P2 = f in 2, (1.4)
u=20 on 012, ’
p—1
where A, , = (% Cy  Pwn,.
III. When o =n/(n —p) and v > n(p — 1)/(n — p), the homogenized problem is
—Apu+ Ay plulPPu = f in 2, (15)
u=0 on 012, '
p—1
where A,, , = (%) Cy Pwy.
IV. When a € (1,n/(n —p)) and v = a(n — 1) — n, the homogenized problem is
—Apu+Dyo(z,u)— f >0, u>0, (—Apu+Dyo(z,u) — flu=0 in 12, (1.6)
u =0 on 012, ’
where D,, = Cg“lwn.
V. When a € (1,n/(n —p)) and v < a(n — 1) — n, the homogenized problem is
—Apu—f>0, u>0, (-Apu— flu=0 in 0, (1.7)
u=0 on of2. )

VI. When @ € (1,n/(n —p)) and v > a(n — 1) — n, v = 0, that is, as € — 0, the solution u. vanishes
asymptotically in the whole f2.
VII. When @ > n/(n — p) and vy € R, the homogenized problem is

—Apu=f in (2, u=0 on 9f2. (1.8)

Above, and throughout the paper w,, denotes the area of the unit sphere in R™, and u™ and u~ denote u™ =
sup(u(z),0) and u~ = u — u™. The existence and uniqueness of the solution for all the homogenized problems
holds as does that for the e-dependent problem (1.1) (¢f. Thm. 2.1).

Point I is referred to as the most critical case, where we have the critical size of perforations and the critical
relation for the adsorption parameter. Points II and III deal with the the classical critical size of perforations.
Case IV fits into the case of the critical relation for the adsorption. This case is of great interest, since for each
size of the holes (namely, for each a)) we have a critical relation for the adsorption (namely, of ) giving rise to
the strange term. Of course the role of o and v inverts (see the discontinuous line with small dashes in Fig. 2).
In points V-VII some extreme relations for parameters hold.

Hence, the most critical relation between parameters is provided by the intersection, in the plane oy, cf. Fig-
ure 2, of the lines « = n/(n — p) and v = a(n — 1) — n. The intersection point (the big point in Fig. 2) has
coordinates & = n/(n —p) and v = n(p — 1)/(n — p) = a(p — 1). In this case, the e-dependent problem,
which is a variational inequality (cf. (2.8)), asymptotically transforms into a boundary value problem (cf. (1.2))
with a strange term defined implicitly from a functional equation (cf. (1.3)) issued from the microstructure
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FiGURE 2. Sketch of homogenized problems depending on the relations between « and -y
(n and p fixed).

of the problem. The function defining this new term satisfies the same properties of monotonicity as ¢ and it is
in good agreement with the existing results in the literature for p = 2 (¢f. [23]). As a matter of fact, the strange
term is the sum of two terms related to the contribution both of the constraints u. > 0 and 0, u. > —e Vo (x, u.)
on the boundary of the perforations. The first term is given by a somewhat classical reaction term |u~[P~2u~
multiplied by averaged constants; the other one involves a nonlinear function of u, H(x,w) implicitly defined
from (1.3): see [28,40,41] to compare with strange terms when we have a Dirichlet condition or a generalized
Robin boundary condition with a more restrictive datum o. See (8.1) for some explicit computation of H.

We also note that the above mentioned fact (on the double contribution for the strange term) has already
been detected in [17,23] for variational inequalities for the Laplacian (p = 2) in perforated media depending on
whether the perforations are placed over the whole domain or along a manifold. We mention [17] for an extensive
bibliography on variational inequalities in homogenization problems. Also, [21] should be mentioned as the first
work in the literature where a nonlinear strange term appears defined implicitly via a functional equation,
and [24,25] as works which consider for the first time homogenization problems for the Laplace operator and
semilinear boundary conditions leaving as an open question the most critical case (namely, the one homologous
to the big point in Figure 2 when p = 2), problem which remained unsolved for a long time even for the Laplace
operator (cf. Sect. 8 in this connection).

For o = n/(n — p) and v = a(p — 1) (see the intersection point in Figs. 2 and 3), we show the convergence
result for the solution w. of (1.1) with S = €7 (¢f. Thm. 3.1) towards that of (1.2), where the nonlinear
function H is defined wvia the functional equation (1.3). The existence and uniqueness of solution of (1.3) is a
consequence of a general result (¢f. Prop. 2.2). Also, we obtain the corrector term W.(H (x,u") + u~) which
provides improved convergence (cf. Thm. 3.2 and Def. (2.15)).

For the same value of « and different values of 7, namely, &« = n/(n — p) and v # a(p — 1), the nonlinear
strange term arising in the homogenized problem (cf. problems (1.4) and (1.5)) is provided by the reaction term
|u|P~2u (for v > a(p — 1)) or |u=|[P72u~ (for v < a(p — 1)) multiplied by constants of the problem obtained
in the average process (cf. capacity constant and scaling constants from sizes of the cavities). Convergence and
correctors are in Theorems 4.1-4.4: see line « = n/(n — p) in Figures 2 and 3. In both cases the homogenized
problem seem to ignore the function o of the e-dependent problem.
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FIGURE 3. Sketch of correctors and improved convergences.

In the case of the critical relation for the adsorption parameter v = a(n — 1) — n and « smaller than for the
critical size, the nonlinear strange term is o(z,u) multiplied by some averaged constants. It accompanies the
p-Laplacian in {2 and the homogenized problem is now an obstacle problem; namely, it is an obstacle problem
associated to the corresponding homogenized medium (c¢f. (1.6) and the discontinuous line with small dashes in
Fig. 2). The convergence and bounds for convergence rates are in Theorems 5.1 and 5.2.

Finally, for the extreme relations, that is, the very large size of perforations and very large adsorption
parameters, the solution of the e-dependent problem is approached by 0 (¢f. Thm. 6.3, and the region above
the discontinuous line with small dashes in Fig. 2) as if the adsorption parameter becomes a small parameter
accompanying the normal derivative, and therefore, as if Dirichlet conditions are imposed on very big perforations
(see [28]). This is quite in contrast with the case of large size of perforations and small adsorption where we
obtain an obstacle problem for the p-Laplace operator in {2 which ignores both the nonlinear term ¢ and the
adsorption parameter: see problem (1.7), Theorems 6.1 and 6.2 and the region below the discontinuous line with
small dashes in Figures 2 and 3.

In the case where p = n (cf. Sect. 7), we consider the most critical situation which is somewhat homologous
to that of the big point in Figure 2. More specifically, for the geometry of the cavities described by (7.1) and the
relations between sizes of cavities a. and adsorption parameter 5. described by (7.2), the homogenized problem
reads:

—Anu+£(‘H($,U+)|ni2H(z7u+) + |u7|n72u7> = f iIl 'Qv (1 9)
u =0 on 012,
where A, = w,a 2"=1 and for every (z,7) € 2 x R, H(z,) is the solution of the functional equation
B, |H|"?H = o(z,u — H), (1.10)
with . _
B, = wya 202" and |9D™] = 1 (1.11)

[, &% and 58 are positive constants (see their precise definitions in (7.1) and (7.2) and (1.12)), I the perimeter
of the cavities (cf. the different cells in Fig. 1).

For brevity, in order to outline the extra difficulties when dealing with cavities which are not balls, in Section 7
we consider only the above homogenized problem (1.9) when p = n, leaving the whole map of possible limit
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situations and proofs to be published in a forthcoming publication by the authors. However, it should be noted
that for p = n, due to the fact that logarithmic scale appears (c¢f. (7.2)), a graphic of the type of Figure 2
summarizing all the possible homogenized problem becomes more complicated (even unthinkable), and, as
occurs in [18] for the Laplacian and perforation by tubes, the graphics should be performed for well defined
dependence of a. and (. in terms of €. In this respect, as a sample, we outline that (1.9)—(1.11) provide the
homogenized problem of (1.1) when we have the following relations:

Ae = ~g€keiaQ/EL7 ﬂe = Eni(nil)jea2(n71)/€: (112)

with k = j > 0, C2 > 0, &% > 0, and « = n/(n — 1). However, other choices of order functions for a. and S
could lead to the same homogenized problem.

As happens for p € [2,n), in the most critical case, the homogenized problem (1.9) is a boundary value
problem in {2 containing the strange term in the partial differential equation which is the sum of two terms
as a consequence of a double contribution (cf. [28,39,41] to compare with other boundary conditions). The
contribution due to the constraint for the flux leads to the nonlinear function |H|"~2H in the strange term, H
being implicitly defined by (1.10), where the perimeter [ of the cavities arises now in the averaged constant (1.11),
due exclusively to the influence of the adsorption parameter independently of the shape.

Note that in the case where the nonlinear function o is the classical one arising in the Robin boundary
condition, namely o = b(x)|u[P~?u with p € [2,n], H can be defined explicitly in terms of b(x) and u and we
observe that H depends on b(x) in a quite unusual way (see (8.1)).

As regards the technique, we mainly use the energy method to show the convergence of the solutions. Never-
theless, since we are dealing with homogenization of variational inequalities, and constraints involving nonlinear
functions on the boundary of the perforations, proofs rely on monotonic operator theory, on extension oper-
ators, on suitable transformations of certain surface integrals on S. into volume integrals, on convergence of
measures, and on the appropriate choice of test functions which allows us to pass to the limit in the weak formu-
lations. These choices imply introducing auxiliary problems in the periodicity cell (¢f. (2.13), (5.8), (7.6), (7.8)
and (7.26)). As a matter of fact, somehow five auxiliary functions are used in the process depending on the range
of p and on the relations between the parameters 3. and a.. Functions w! and w/ deal with the classical test func-
tions used in the literature when the perforations are balls; both functions can be explicitly constructed. ¢ deal
with the test functions for more general geometries; also, the sets of functions {M?} and {m?} (j € Z"), which
are solutions of the non-homogeneous Neumann problems for the p-Laplacian, (5.8) and (7.26) respectively,
become crucial in the identification of certain homogenized problems.

For the most critical case, we construct the test functions (cf. (3.2) and (7.15)) using w? and ¢/ and the
function H arising in the strange term (see (1.3) and (1.10) depending on p). To show the improved convergence
for solutions, we construct correctors using the auxiliary functions, the implicitly defined function H, and
some intermediate singularly perturbed problem (cf. (5.16)): under the assumption of W>°-smoothness of the
solution of the homogenized problems, allows us to obtain precise bounds for convergence rates in the W!-P-norm
(see a map of the different situations in Fig. 3).

As regards the structure of the paper: Sections 2-6 are devoted to the case where p € [2,n) and Section 7
contains the case p = n. Figure 2 summarizes the cluster of possible homogenized problems for different relations
between the parameters o and 7, once we set p and n for p € [2,n). Figure 3 provides a sketch of the corrector
terms and improved convergence for p € [2,n). The proofs are distributed in the paper as follows. Section 3
contains results for the most critical case (¢f. the big point in Figs. 2 and 3, and case I of the table). Section 4
contains results for the critical size of the perforations (cf. the vertical half-lines « = n/(n — p) in Figs. 2
and 3, and cases II and III in the table). Section 5 addresses the critical relation for the adsorption parameter
(¢f. discontinuous line with small dashes in Figs. 2 and 3, and case IV of the table). Section 6 addresses the
rest of extreme relations (see the regions in different colors in Figs. 2 and 3; cases V-VII of the table). Section 2
deals with the setting of the problem and some preliminary results useful for proofs throughout Sections 3—6;
some technical proofs of these results are in the Appendix. Section 8 contains some final remarks on our results
and on possible extensions to this paper.
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Finally, in short, we emphasize that this paper provides a very general framework for variational inequalities
with the p-Laplacian and constraints on the boundary of the perforations. The entire results imply improving
and extending results in former papers in the literature (¢f. Rem. 8.1): only the results in Theorems 3.1 and 7.4
have been stated in [16,19] under stronger restrictions on o, we provide here their complete proofs. Also, we
extend the results in [23] for the Laplace operator; namely, in [23] only items I and IV of the table for p = 2 have
been addressed. We consider a more general o at the same time that cover the rest of the cases for p = 2 and
the rest of p. In all the cases we provide correctors or improved convergence with precise bounds for convergence
rates. We also note that depending on the situation in the general map of Figures 2 and 3, the result obtained
can be extended to more general geometries of the cavities and other nonlinear data arising in the constraints
(see Sect. 8 in this connection).

2. THE HOMOGENIZATION PROBLEM AND PRELIMINARIES

In this section we introduce the variational inequality for the p-Laplace operator associated with (1.1), and the
precise geometry and notations used throughout Sections 3-6 for p € [2,n). Each section or subsection contains
different relations between parameters. We extend notations and the geometry of the problem in Section 7 for
p=n.

Let 2 be a bounded domain in R™, n > 3, with a smooth boundary 92 and Y = (—1/2,1/2)". Let ¢ be
a small positive parameter that we shall make converge towards zero. We set 2. = {z € 2| p(z,092) > 2}
where p denotes the distance.

We denote by G the ball of radius 1 centered at the origin of coordinates. Let w, be the area of the unit
sphere in R", that is, w,, = |0Gy|. For a domain B and for § > 0, we define the sets 6B = {z |6 'z € B}. We
set

G.= |J (aGo+2j) = | &,

JEY: JEY.

where a. < e, and 1. = {j € Z" : (a.Go +&j) N 0. # 0}; Z™ is the set of vectors z with integer coordinates
(see Fig. 1). Note that || & de~™ with d > 0. We define Y7 = Y + ¢j where j € 7.
In what follows, we set
2. =N\ G, S: =0G,, 902, =90 US..
Also we consider the space WP (82, 00) (WLP(§2,012), respect.) to be the completion with respect to WP (§2.)-
norm (WP (§2)-norm, respect.) of the set of infinitely differentiable functions in £2. ({2, respect.), vanishing in

a neighborhood of 9£2. For a function u in W1P(£2), u* and u~ denote u* = sup(u(x),0) and v~ = u — u™
respectively. o
Let us consider o(x,u) a continuously differentiable function of variables (z,u) € {2 x R satisfying:
o(z,0) =0, (2.1)
(o(z,u) —o(z,v))(u—v) > ki|u—v|P (2.2)
and
o, u)| < kallulP~" + [ul’] (2.3)

for all z € 2, u,v € R, and certain constants k; > 0, ko >0 and 6 € [p—1,(p — 1)n/(n —p)] if p € [2,n), and
d € [p—1,00) if p =n. Note that (2.1)—(2.2) imply

o(x,u) >0ifu>0 and o(z,u) <0ifu<0, Vel (2.4)
The variational formulation of problem (1.1) is: find u. € K. satisfying

/|Vu5|p_2Vu€V(w —ue)de + &/a(mug)(w —ug)ds > /f(w —ue)der, WYy € K, (2.5)
2. 2

€
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where the set K. is defined by
K.={geW"(02.,00):g>0ae.on S} (2.6)
For p € [2,n) we set the values
as = Coe®, witha>1 and Cy >0, and [.=¢ 7, withyeR. (2.7)
We have the following result:

Theorem 2.1. Let e >0, f € LIY(2) withq=p/(p—1), p € [2,n), and a. and B given by (2.7). For fixed ¢,
problem (2.5)—(2.6) has a unique solution u. € K. which also satisfies the inequality

/ \V¢|p72V1/JV(¢ —ug)dx + 577/0(33,1/1)(1/) —u)ds > /f(z/; —ue)de, Vo€ K.. (2.8)
e 02

€

In addition, for u. the solution of (2.5)—(2.6), there exists P-u. an extension of u. to 2, P-u. € WHP(£2,00)
with the following properties

[Petellwrria) < Klluellwiray, — [VPetellLr(2) < K[| Vue|[Lr (e, (2.9)
and
1Pette By ) + & s,y < KIS, (2.10)
In all the estimates above, K > 0 denotes a constant independent of .

Proof. First, we show that the integral on the boundary fs o(z,ue)(¥p — us)ds is well defined for ¢ €

WP (0.,00). To do this, we take into account (2.3), the Hélder inequality and the continuous embedding
of WHP(£2,,01) into L"(S.) for p<r < p(n —1)/(n — p), and we can write

/0(% ue) (¥ — ue) ds| < Cellluellyy s 19 = uellogs) + el o s 19 = el ors,)]
S
< Celllucllyo o, + lusllivre @)1 — vellwraa,) (2.11)
where r =p(n—1)/(n—p) and ' = p(n —1)/n(p — 1).

The existence and uniqueness of the solution u. € K, of problem (2.5)—(2.6) follows from the monotonicity of
the function |A|P72) (cf. (2.18)) and from the monotonicity of the function o(z,u) with respect to u (cf. (2.2)):
see, e.g., Section 11.8.2 in [30] and Section III.1 in [27]. Moreover, applying Minty Lemma (see, e.g., Thm. 8.4
in Section I1.8.2 of [30]), the integral inequality (2.5) for u. amounts to (2.8).

The existence of a function P.u. € W1P(§2,012) which extends u. to 2 and satisfies properties (2.9) is a

consequence of Lemma 2.7 (see below).
Let us show estimate (2.10). Setting ¢ = 0 in (2.5) and v = 0 in (2.2), we have

”quHLP(Q +e 7Hus”Lp 50) < Hf”Lq(QE)”us”LP(QE)-
Then, from the Poincaré inequality for the elements WP (£2,0) and (2.9), we obtain the estimates
HVUEHLp 2.) < K”fHLq(_Q _’YHUEHLP(S ) < KHf||L(1(QE)7

”usngvl,p(()a) < K”f”%q(g y 1P u6||W1 P ( S K”f”qu 0

Therefore, (2.10) follows and the estimates above conclude the proof of the theorem. O
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Considering (2.10), there is a subsequence (still denoted by ¢) such that, as ¢ — 0,
Poue — uin WHP(2,00) — weak and  P.u. — u in LP(12), (2.12)

for a certain function u which, once identified, provides the convergences (2.12) for the whole sequence of ¢.
Note that such an extension provides a bound of the Poincaré constant independent of ¢.

Throughout Sections 3-6, we show that this homogenized function u is the unique solution of a homogenized
problem which depends on the relation between the parameters «, 7, p and n. That is, depending on the
dimension of the space, the value of p, and the different relations between the e-dependent parameters (the
radius of the cavities O(¢®) and the adsorption parameter O(¢~7)), we have very different limit behaviors for
the solution of problem (1.1). For fixed n > 3 and p € [2,n), Figure 2 shows a graph of -y versus « in such a way
that for each a € (1,n/(n—p)], the values of v above, below or equal to a(n—1)—n provide different homogenized
problems. In the case where a > n/(n — p), the size of the cavities is very small and the solution u. ignores
asymptotically their influence. In addition, depending on the relations between the parameters «,y,p and n,
we also construct different correctors which provide estimates for convergence rates of solutions (cf. Fig. 3).

2.1. Preliminary results

In this section, we introduce results which we shall use throughout Sections 3-6. We provide either precise
references for their proof or a detailed proof in the Appendix. First, we introduce a function, related to the
solution of the microscopic problem, which allows us to construct the test functions to pass to the limit in (2.8),
as € — 0. Also, we obtain certain estimates that we need for proofs in Sections 3-6. Here and in what follows,
K denotes a constant independent of e. 4

Let us denote by P? the center of the ball GZ, j € 7.. We denote by Tg/4 the ball of radius /4 with center

PJ. Let w! be the solution of the following problem

Apwl =0 i T,\GL

wl =1 on oG, (2.13)
wl =0 on ot

It can be eaSﬂy verified that for P c [2, n) we have
] —-n — (p ’I’L)/(p 1)

J
we(z) = (p—n)/(p—1) _ (e\(P—n)/(p—1) (2.14)
e (%)
We define the function W, € WP (2,0(2) by setting
Wez) =wi(z), weT!,\GLjeT, (2.15)
extended by 1 inside G4, j € 7., and by 0 in R™ \ g Tej/4. Thus, we compute
JET.
VW], ) < Ket 7P (2.16)
and, consequently, as € — 0, we conclude that
We—0 in WP () — weak if a=n/(n—p), (2.17)

W, =0 in Whp(0) if a>n/(n—p).

Next, it will prove useful to introduce a well-known result on the monotonicity of the function |[A[P=2\ with
respect to A € R™ for p > 2: there exists a constant k3 > 0 such that

(AP0 = A2)P72X) (A1 — A2) > k3 [ A — AP, Y1, A2 € R™ (2.18)
(¢f., e.g., [6]). Note that here and throughout the paper we write A; Ay as the scalar product in R™.
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Using this result, we introduce a proposition which provides existence and uniqueness of solution of the
functional equation arising in the homogenized problem (1.2): see the Appendix for its proof. Also, see for
example [20] and references therein for different functional equations when p = 2.

Proposition 2.2. Let p be p > 2. Let o be a strictly positive constant and let o be the function o(x,u) defined
from 2 xR into R which is assumed to be a continuously differentiable function in £2 xR satisfying (2.1)—(2.2).
Then, the equation

|H|P™2H = oo (x,7 — H) (2.19)

has a unique solution H(x,T) which is a continuously differentiable function in £ x (R\ {0}) and continuous
in 2 x R, and satisfies H(x,0) =0 and

(| H (w,w)P~>H (2, u) = [H(w,v)[P*H(x,0))(u =) > ki |u— o], (2.20)

[H (z,u)] < |ul, (2.21)
for all x € 2, u,v € R and a certain constant El > 0. Consequently,
H(x,u) >0ifu>0, H(x,u)<0ifu<0, Vaecl. (2.22)
The following result simplifies the computations throughout the paper: see the Appendix for its proof.
Proposition 2.3. Letp > 2. Letv € Wh*°(02), o € WEP(02,00) and n. € W1P(£2,00) such that || V|

Lm(0)
tends to 0, as € — 0, for m € [1,p). Then,
/ (|V(v +0) [PV (v + ) - \VU|P—QW) Vedr = / Ve [P~*Vn. Ve dz + Re, (2.23)
where |Re| — 0 as e — 0 and
(Bel < KU1 0000y + 190 s o IVl 20 (224)
Moreover, if |Vn.||rr(2) — 0, as € — 0, then
lim (\V(v F )PV (0 4 1.) — |vv|P*2vv) Vodr = 0. (2.25)
e—0 0.

In addition, (2.23)—(2.25) also hold in the case where ¢ depends on e, namely ¢ = @., with V| e o)
bounded independently of €.

Finally, we introduce Lemmas 2.4-2.8 which we need for the proofs throughout Sections 3—-6. Applying the
technique in Lemmas 1 and 2 in [33], and Lemma 3 in [34] for p = 2 we obtain Lemmas 2.4, 2.5 and 2.6
respectively (see also [40] in this connection). See Theorem 1 of [39] and references therein for the proof of
Lemma 2.7 (c¢f. also in this connection [1, 10,33, 38] when p = 2). We refer to Lemma 1 in [44] for the proof of
Lemma 2.8. In these lemmas, the constant K does not depend on € nor on the functions ¢ appearing in their
statements.

Lemma 2.4. LetY. = e(—=1/2,1/2)"\ a.Go where Gy is the ball of radius 1 with center the origin of coordinates
and a. is a positive constant such that a.Gy C e(—1/2,1/2)". If ¢ € W'P(Y.) and f;, wdr =0,2<p<n,
then

1ol oy < KelVOl it
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Lemma 2.5. Let }75 be the domain defined in Lemma 2.4. Let ¢ € Wl’p(f’s), 2 < p < n. Then,
(TS o 1 A el A N

Lemma 2.6. Let Y. be the domain defined in Lemma 2.4 and let Y . denote the domain 2e(—1/2,1/2)"\ a.Gy.
Let o € WHP(YL), 2 < p < n. Then,

161 5, < B a6l 00 + 27" 19012, o .

Lemma 2.7. Let p > 1. There exists an operator P. from W1P(82.,00) into WHP(£2,02), such that for any
© € WhP(0.,00),

IP-¢llwrr2) < Kllellwiray and [[VP0llrr(2) < KVl Lr(o.)- (2.26)

Lemma 2.8. Let h. € H}(2) and h. — ho in H*(2)-weak as e — 0. Let Tsj/4 be the ball of radius €/4 with

center PJ. Then, as ¢ — 0,
Z 922 / he ds %wn/ho dz,
o)

JET: j
oT!,,

where wy, is the area of the unit sphere in R™.

3. THE MOST CRITICAL CASE FOR p € [2,n): @ = 2= AND 7 = =0

In this case, the homogenized problem is the boundary value problem (1.2). We show that the nonlinear
function arising in the strange term is defined through a functional equation (¢f. the reaction term in (1.2)
and (1.3)). The properties of this function allow us to obtain a corrector: see (3.2) for u = v, and the point
intersection of all the lines in Figures 2 and 3. The convergence and the corrector results are in Theorem 3.1
and 3.2 respectively.

Theorem 3.1. Leta=n/(n—p), y=n(p—1)/(n—p) forp € [2,n), and let u. be the weak solution of (1.1).
Then, the limit function u of the extension of u., defined by (2.12), is the weak solution of problem (1.2).

Proof. First, let us note that on account of Proposition 2.2, equation (1.3) has a unique solution and therefore,
the function H(z,u) arising in (1.2) is a well defined function satisfying H(x,0) = 0, (2.20), (2.21) and (2.22)
for all 2 € 2, u,v € R and a certain constant k; > 0. The variational formulation of (1.2) reads: find u €
WP (£2,02) such that
/|Vu\P*2Vuv¢dx+An,p (1H @t ) P2 H ) + P20 ) o dao = /fqbdac, Vo € WP(2,00).
o) I7; I7;
(3.1)
From the monotonicity of the function |[A[P=2X (see (2.18)) and of the function |H (z, 2)|P~2H (z, z) with respect
to z (see (2.20) and (2.22)), p > 2, the existence and uniqueness of solution of (3.1) holds: see, e.g., Section I1.8.2
in [30] (cf. also [17,23,40], for related problems).
Let us consider the function
v =v—W.(H(z,vo")+v7), (3.2)

where v € C§°(§2), W, is the function defined by (2.15) and H(x,7) is the solution of the functional equa-
tion (1.3). Let us prove that ¢» > 0 on S;, and thus it belongs to K.. Suppose that for some point xg € S
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we have ¥(x) < 0. Then, we get v*(z) — H(zg,v" (20)) < 0 and o(zo, v (z0) — H (20, v (20))) < 0. However,
0 < By p|H (20, v"(20))|P~2H (20, v (20)) = o(x0, v (x0) — H(z0,v7 (20))). Thus, we obtain a contradiction.
We now take 1 defined by (3.2) as a test function in (2.8); since W. = 1 in G. we obtain

/ V(v —Wo(H(z,v") + 0 )P 2V (v — Wo(H(z,vh) + 07 ) V(v — We(H(z,v") +07) —u.)dz
2

+ 8_7/0($7U+ — H(z,v")) (vt — H(z,v") —u.)ds > /f(v —W.(H(z,v") +v7) —u.)da (3.3)
Se Q.

and we pass to the limit when ¢ — 0.
We denote by L. the left hand side of (3.3). Let us show that

lim L. < / |VolP2VoV (v — u)dz + An,p <|H(x,v+)|p_2H(x,v+) + \v_|p_211_) (v —u)dz. (3.4)
e—
o o

In order to do that, we take into account that
/|VWg|mdm < Kee=m)/(n=p) - for ;m € [1, ], (3.5)
-Qa
which is obtained from formula (2.14). Then, we apply Proposition 2.3 with
e = -We(H(z,v")+v7) and p=p. =v — W.(H(z,v") +v7) — Pu,,

where P.u. is the extension defined in Theorem 2.1. This is possible since on account of (2.10), (3.5), (2.12)
and (2.17), we can check that [[Vyc||L»(o) is bounded independent of € and

e =v—Wo(H(z,v") +v7) — Poue — v —u in WP(2) — weak as ¢ — 0. (3.6)
Thus, we obtain
lim L. = Eli_I)%(L; + L2+ L) (3.7)
where
L= / |VolP~2VoV (v — W.(H(z,v") +v7) — u.) de,
£
L?P=— / V(W (H(z,v") + 0" )P 2V(Wo(H (z,v") +07)) V(v — Wo(H(z,v") +07) —u.)dz
2
and

L= €*V/U(ac7v+ — H(z,v"))(v" — H(z,v") — u.)ds.
Se

On account of (3.6) and the fact that |G.| — 0, we have

lim Ll = / |VoP2VoV (v — u) da. (3.8)
£e—
(7

We study the limit of L2 + L2 when ¢ — 0.
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From (3.5), (3.6) and (2.10), it follows

~lim L2 = 1in(1)/|H(a:,v+)+v_|p_2|VW£|p_2V(WE(H(x,v+)—&—v_))Vgagdx
E—r E—r
2
~ lim / VWO (| (@, 0h) 4+ v [P (H o) +07) ) da (3.9)
e—
0.

Moreover, by the properties of H(x,z), we have H(x,v")v™ = 0 and, hence,

~lim 2 = lim / VWP 2YW.Y ((|H z, v P2 H(z, v7) + o= P~207) ¢2) da,
e— e—
02
Thus, using the definition of W, and the Green formula, we get
—lim L? = lim / \Vw? [P~20,w! (|H(z,v ") P2 H (z,v") + v~ [P7207 ). ds. (3.10)
e—0 e—0

7. )
Je 917 UG

In order to compute (3.10), we use the explicit form of the normal derivatives of the auxiliary functions w?

given by
. ) _n=1) /n —p\P-1 1
Vwl|P720,wl| = e n- ( ) , 3.11
| z—:‘ v¥e aGé P p— 1 C(})jfl(l _ Oég)p_l ( )
p—1 2n—2
JP=28 1) —_ (=P n-p_ 277
|[Vwl|P™20,wl Ej/4— € (p — 1) Cy 1o (3.12)
where a, = a\E sp 1951t (@-DFF 5= L 0ase — 0.

By the definition of p. and W, and the fact that v~ (vt — H(z,v")) = 0, uc > 0 on G and (3.11), we
obtain

e—0

—lim L? > hm / |Vw! [P~20,w! |H (z,v")|P2H (z,v") (v — H(x,v") —u.)ds

JGT e
+ hm Z / |Vw! [P~20,w! (|H (z,v )P 2H(x,v") 4+ [0~ |P 207 ) (v — u.) ds.
jGTBTEJ/4
In addition, from (3.11)—(3.12), it follows
i L2 >hmﬂ/mx oI P2 H (2, 0 ) (0 — H(z, 0 ) o) ds
e—0 =0 (1 -«
— lim Z / &OH(CC v )P H (2,01 + |v_|”_2v_> (v—ue)ds (3.13)
=0 wn(l — )P ’ = '

Now, taking into account that H is the solution of the equation (1.3) and using the Holder inequality, (2.10)
and the size of S. we get

Lg_(fi/u{m WP H (2,0 ) (v — H (2, 0") —u.) ds

—a

gKaefs_”/\v+—H(x,v+)—uE|dsSKa65_7[|55|—|—|SE|(p_1)/pHu5||Lp(SE)] —0 ase—0.
Se
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Moreover, on account of (3.6), we apply Lemma 2.8 and have

lim Z / MOH@ v )P H (z,0h) + |v*|p’2v’) (v—u.)ds

= A, (|H(a: o) P2 H (2, v )+|f|f’*2f)(u—u)dx,

and, consequently,

lirr(l)(L? +13) < / |H z, 0P H (x,0") + \v_|p_2v_> (v —u)de. (3.14)
e—
Q

Now, gathering (3.7), (3.8) and (3.14) yields (3.4).
Finally, we use (3.4) and (3.6) to pass to the limit in (3.3), as € — 0, and obtain that the limit function u
satisfies the following inequality

/ IVoP~2VoV (v — u)dz + A, (|H(x,v+)|P*2H(x,v+) n |v’\p’zv’>(v —w)dz > /f(v —u)dz, (3.15)
(9}

for all v € WHP(£2,042). As usual, taking v = u £ \¢ in (3.15) where ¢ € WHP(£2,0(2) and passing to the limit
as A — 40, we obtain that u satisfies the integral identity (3.1), which concludes the proof. O

Theorem 3.2. Let o =n/(n—p), y=n(p—1)/(n—p) and p € [2,n). Let us be the weak solution of (1.1), u €
WLP(£2,00) the weak solution of the boundary value problem (1.2) with the additional reqularity u € W1°°(£2),
and W defined by (2.15). Then, as e — 0, we have

lue — u+ Wo(H (2, ut) + u7)||€vl,p(95) + e ue —ut + H(z, uﬂHiP(SE) — 0. (3.16)

Proof. Let us consider problems (2.5) and (3.1) and take as test functions ¢ = v — W.(H (z,u") + u~) and
¢ =u—We(H(z,u") +u") — P.ue, respectively, for P.u. arising in (2.12). Subtracting both expressions and
taking into account the definition of W, on G,, we obtain

/(|Vu|p72Vu — Ve |P2Vu )V (u — Wo(H(z,u™) +u~) —ue)de — 7 / o(x,u)(ut — H(z,ut) —u.)ds
2 Se

< —Ap /(|H(:c, u )P 2H (z,ut) + [u™ P20 ) (u — Wo(H (z,ut) + u™) —Pou.)dx
0

+ / fut — H(z,u") — Pou.)do — / |Vu|P~2VuV (u — Wo(H (z,u™) +u~) — Poue) da. (3.17)

Let us denote by Al the first integral on the left hand side of (3.17) and by H the function H(z,ut)+u
Then, we can rewrite it in the following way

Al :/ <|V(u —W.H)|P~2V(u— W.H) — |Vu€\p_2Vu€>V(u — W.H — u.)da
Qs

~

/ (|vu|1’ 2V — |V (u — W H)P~2V (u — H))V(u ~W.H —u.)da. (3.18)

‘QE
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Using the monotonicity of the functions o(z,u) and [A[P72) (see (2.2) and (2.18)), from (3.18) and (3.17),
we deduce

K (I (= W (Hyut) + u7) = w) [, ) + &7t = Hiw,ut) —ucllf, )

/ (u— W.H)|P~2V (u — W.H) — |vu€|P*2vu5)V(u “W.H — ) dz

02
+e7 /(U(x, ut — H(z,u")) — o(z,u)) (vt —H(z,u")—u.)ds < I} + 12 + 12 (3.19)
Se
where
= / (19— WeB) P~V (u — W) ~ [Vul V) V(u — W —u)da,
2.
I2=— A, /(|H(m,u+)|p*2H(x,u+) + um P70 (u — W.H — P.ue)dx
7
+ s_v/a(x,qu — H(x,u"))(u" — H(x,ut) — ue)ds,
Se
and
3= /f yut) — Pous)dr — / |VulP~2VuV (u — WEI;' — P.ue)dx.
G.

We study the limit of I} + I2 + I3 when ¢ — 0.
From (2.10) and (3.5), we apply Proposition 2.3 with 7. = —~W.H and O=@e=u— W.H — Peue, and have
that
lim I! = — lim / \V(W.H)[P~2V(W.H)V (u — W.H — u.) dz.
e—0 e—0
02

Moreover, rewriting the computations (3.9)—(3.13) with minor modifications, we have

lim I} < — lnn%/\H z,ut) P2 H (2, u) (ut — H(z,u™) —u.)ds
—a.)

e—0 e—0 (

2n—2
+i > | S {2 ) + P ) ds.

e—0 wn(l —a;)

8TE]/4

Thus, using the definition of H, (2.10), Lemmas 2.8, (2.12) and (2.17), we obtain

lim (I 4+ 12) <0 (3.20)
e—0
(see the reasoning for the proof of (3.14)). Besides, since u — W.H — P.u. is bounded in WP(2) and |Ge| — 0

as € — 0, we derive
limI2 =0 and 111%(13 +12+13) <o. (3.21)
e—

e—=0

Finally, gathering (3.19), (3.20) and (3.21), we obtain, as € — 0,

IV (= We(H (2, u®) +u7) = w2 g, + &t = Hauh) w2, s, = 0. (3.22)
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To get (3.16) from (3.22), we consider the Poincaré inequality for the W1P-extension of u — W.(H (z,u™) +
u”) — ue in Lemma 2.7, namely for P.(u — W.(H (z,u") +u~) —u.) € WHP(§2,012), which satisfies

IV (P~ We(H iz, u™) + u™) — u )y < KNV = We(H iz, u") + ™) =) [ g
and consequently, we have
= WeH @, ut) + ) = well g < KNIV (@ = WelH (@, 0) + u7) = w0
and (3.16) also holds. Thus, Theorem 3.2 is proved. O

4. CRITICAL SIZE FOR PERFORATIONS WHEN p € [2,n) AND 7y # ";p—__;)

When o = n/(n —p) and v # n(p — 1)/(n — p), we show that the homogenized problem does not depend
on o although its properties are somewhat present in the homogenization process. For a very small (large,
respectively) adsorption the asymptotic behavior of the solution of (1.1) is the same as if Signorini (Dirichlet,
respectively) conditions had been imposed on the boundary of the cavities (c¢f. [11] when p = 2, and [2§],
respectively). Correctors are given by W.u™ and W_u depending on whether we have small or large adsorption
(see line @« = n/(n — p) in Figs. 2 and 3). The results for small adsorption are in Section 4.1 whereas those for
large adsorption are in Section 4.2.

4.1. Thecasea—%and7<n(13pl)

Theorem 4.1. Let a =n/(n—p), v <n(p—1)/(n—p), p € [2,n), and let u. be the weak solution of (1.1).
Then, the limit function u of the extension of u., defined by (2.12), is the weak solution of problem (1.4).

Proof. The variational formulation of (1.4) reads: find u € W1?(£2,92) such that

/|Vu|p_2VuV¢dx+An7p/|u_\P_2u_¢dx: /f¢dx, Yo € WP (02,00). (4.1)
2 2 2

From the monotonicity of the function |A[P~2), the existence and uniqueness of solution of (4.1) holds (cf., e.g.
Sect. 11.8.2 in [30]).

Let us take in (2.8) the test function ¢p = v — W.v™ € K. where v € C§°(£2) and W, is the function defined
by (2.15). Since W. = 1 in G. we obtain

/\V(07W5v7)|p*2V(v7st*)V(vasv*fus)d:EJre*V/a(x,er)(v*fug) ds > /f(vasv*fus)dx

Se
(4.2)

and we pass to the limit when ¢ — 0.
Using (2.3) and (2.10) and computing |S¢|, it follows

577/0(1’,v+)(v+ —u.)ds| < Ke [|S.] + |Se|(p71)/p||UsHLp(sg)] < K[goz(nfl)fnf“/JrE(a(nfl)77177)(1371)/17}7

Se
(4.3)
which converges towards zero as € — 0. Moreover, on account of (2.12) and (2.17), we deduce

lim [ f(v— W™ —ue dx—/fv—u (4.4)
e—0
Q2.
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Let us show that

hm/|V v— W )P2V(v — W™ )V(v — Wev™ —u.)da

02

< / IVolP~2VoV (v — u) dz + A, / lo™ P72~ (v — u) da. (4.5)

On account of (3.5), we apply Proposition 2.3 with n. = —W.v™ and ¢ = ¢. = v — W.v™ — P.u, since
Ye=v—Wou —Pue —v—u in WHP(2) — weak as € — 0 (4.6)
(¢f. (3.6) for H = 0). Thus, we obtain
hm / V(v — W )P 2V (v — W )V(v— Wev™ —u.)da = lin})(ﬁl + L2%) (4.7)
e—
2

where

Ll = / |VolP2VoV(v — W™ —u.)de and L2 = — / VW) P2V (Woo  )V(v — Wev™ — u.)da.
2. 0.

By (4.6) and the fact that |G.| — 0, we have

lir% Ll = / |VolP2VoV (v — u) da. (4.8)
e—
7

Moreover, using (3.5), (4.6), (2.10), the definition of W, and the Green formula, we get

—lim £2 = hm/|v P2 VW|P 2V (Woo  )V(v — Wev™ — u.)dz

e—0
Q2.
_ hm/|VW P2T. V<|v P2y~ (v — W™ —ug)) da
Q2.
= shg(l) |Vw! [P~20,w! [v™ P20~ (v — Wev™ — u.) ds. (4.9)
JET.

“oT? ,LOGE

Now, by the definition of W and the fact that v"v™ =0, u. > 0 on G and (3.11), we obtain
Z |Vw! [P~20,w! [v™ P20~ (v — Wev™ —u.)ds > 0. (4.10)
JEY:

‘oG

Besides, from (3.12), Lemmas 2.8 and (4.6), we have
lim Z / |Vw! [P~20,wl [v™ P20 (v — Wev™ —ue)ds = —A,, /|v7|p721f(v —u)dx. (4.11)
o1

e/4

Gathering (4.7)—(4.11) yields (4.5).
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Finally, we use (4.3), (4.4) and (4.5) to pass to the limit in (4.2), as € — 0, and obtain that the limit function
u satisfies the following inequality

/ |VoP2VoV (v —u) de + An, / o™ P20~ (v — u) dz > /f(v —u)dz, Yo € WHP(02,00).  (4.12)
7} 2 2

As usual, taking v = u + A\¢ in (4.12) where ¢ € W1P(§2,0) and passing to the limit as A\ — +0, we obtain
that u satisfies the integral identity (4.1), which concludes the proof. O

Theorem 4.2. Leta=n/(n—p), v <n(p—1)/(n—p) and p € [2,n). Let u. be the weak solution of (1.1), u €
WLP(£2,00) the weak solution of the boundary value problem (1.4) with the additional reqularity u € W12 (£2),
and We defined by (2.15). Then, as e — 0, we have

llue —u + Weu™ H€V1’T’(QE) + g—7‘|u€||1£p(si) - 0. (4.13)

Proof. Let us consider problems (2.5) and (4.1) and take as test functions ¢ = u —W.u™ and ¢ = u— Weu™ —
P.u., respectively, for P.u. arising in (2.12). Subtracting both expressions and using that W, = 1 in G., we
obtain

/(|Vu\p_2Vu — [Vu P2 Vu ) V(u — Weu™ —u.)de —e™? /U(x, u)(ut —u.)ds

(o Se
< - An,p/ lu™ P20 (u — Weu™ —Pou) do + /f(zﬁ' — P.ue)dx — / |VulP~2VuV (u — Weu™ —P.u.) da.
0 Ge Ge
(4.14)
Besides, from (2.2), (2.18) and (4.14), we deduce
K (I (= Weu™ =)l ) + 77t = s
< /(\V(u —Wou )P 2V (u — Weu™ ) — |Vue [P 2Vu ) V(u — Wou™ — u.)dz
Q2.
+e7 /(a(x, ut) — o(z,u))(ut —u)ds < TP+ T2+ I3 (4.15)
Se
where
Il = /(|V(u — Weu )PV (u — Weu™) — |VulP72Vu)V(u — Weu™ — u.)de,
0.
If =-A,, / \u_|p_2u_(u —Wou™ — Peue) da + 5_7/0(53, uT)(ut —u.)ds,
Q SE
and

3 = /f(u"' — Poue)de — / |Vu|P~2VuV (u — Weu™ —P.ue) da.
Ge Ge

Next, we show that the limit of Z} + Z2 + Z2 is less than or equal to zero when € — 0. Indeed, from (2.10)
and (3.5), we apply Proposition 2.3 with . = —W.u~ and ¢ = v = u — W.u~ — P-u,, and have that

—1li
e—0 e—0

lim 7! = — lim / IV(Weu™)|P2V(Weu )V (u — Weu™ — u.) da.

‘QE
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Moreover, rewriting the computations (4.9)—(4.10) with minor modifications and using (3.12), we have

22 n—2
hmIl<hmZ / A —_ P —lu" [P 2u (u— Weu™ —ug)ds.

e—0 wn(l—a;)

BTEJ/4

Thus, using Lemma 2.8, (2.10), (2.17) and (4.3), we obtain

lim (7} + 72) < lim a*V/a(x,zﬁ)(zﬁ —u.)ds | =0. (4.16)
e—0 e—0

Se
Besides, since u — W.u~ — P.u. is bounded in WP(£2) and |G| — 0 as ¢ — 0, we derive
Im7? =0 and lim(Z! + 22 +Z7) < 0. (4.17)
Finally, gathering (4.15), (4.16) and (4.17), we obtain, as € — 0,
IV(u=Weu™ —ue)llf, 0. + e lut - Uell7 5.y = O

n—1)—n

Moreover, since |S.| < Ke*( , we also have

IV(u=Weu™ —ue)l|fn o) T luclline,) — 0 (4.18)

To get (4.13) from (4.18), we apply the Poincaré inequality for the extension P.(u—W.u~ —u.) € WHP(£2,01)
as in Theorem 3.2, and the theorem is proved. O

n(p—1)
4.2. Thecasea_nipand’y> n—p

Theorem 4.3. Let o« =n/(n—p), v > n(p—1)/(n —p), p € [2,n), and let u. be the weak solution of (1.1).
Then, the limit function u of the extension of u., defined by (2.12), is the weak solution of problem (1.5).

Proof. The variational formulation of (1.5) reads: find u € W1P(£2,042) such that

/|Vu|1’—2vw¢dx+,4n,p/|u\P—2u¢dx:/qudx, Vo € WhP(0,00). (4.19)

From the monotonicity of the function |[A[P72), the existence and uniqueness of solution of (4.19) holds (cf.,
e.g., Sect. I1.8.2 in [30]).

Let us take in (2.8) the test function ¢» = v — W.v € K. where v € C§°(2) and W, is the function defined
by (2.15); since W, = 1 in G., we obtain

/ V(v — W) P2V (v — Wo)V(v — Wev — u)dx > /f(v — Wev — ue)de, (4.20)
02, Q2.
and we pass to the limit when € — 0. On account of (2.12) and (2.17), we deduce

e—0
2. ko)

lim [ flv =W —u.)dz = /f(v —u)da. (4.21)
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Let us show that
E11_1}(1)/ V(v — W) P2V (v — Wou)V(v — Wev — u.) da
02
:/ IVolP~2VoV (v — u) dz + A, / [v|P~ 20 (v — u) da. (4.22)
Q 7

Using (3.5), we apply Proposition 2.3 with 7. = —W.v and ¢ = ¢, = v — W.v — P.u, since
0. =v—Wo—Pu. =v—u in WHP(02) — weak as ¢ — 0, (4.23)

which is obtained rewriting the proof for (3.6). Thus, we obtain

lir% V(v — W) P2V (v — Weu)V (v — Wev — u.)dx = lirr(l)(ili + £2) (4.24)
e— e—
02
where
el = / Vol 2VoV (v — Wev —u.)de  and £2 = — / |V (W) P2V (Wev)V (v — Wev — u.) da.
2. Q.

By (4.23) and the fact that |G.| — 0, we have

lin}) gl = / |Vo[P~2VoV (v — u) dz. (4.25)
e—
2

Moreover, using (3.5), (4.23), (2.10), the definition of W, and the Green formula, we get

—lim £2 = lim / [o[P~ 2| VWL P2V (W) V(v — Wev — ) da
e—0 e—0

02

- hn%/ |VWE|p‘2VW€V(\v|p‘2v (v — Wev — ug)) da
e—
Q2.
= lin% |Vw? [P~20,w! |v|P~20(v — Wev — ue) ds. (4.26)
e—
JET:

or?,,u0Ge

Now, by (2.15), (3.11) and (2.10), and the fact that |S.| < Ke*(™~1D=" it follows that

i\p—25 2 n—p\"! gap—1) )
[Vwl[P720,w! [v]P""v(v — Wev — u.) ds| = — [vP~vu, ds
€ S _ D 1 _
; p—1 Ci (1 —ag)pt
i€ epi 3.

SKEia(pil)|S€‘(p71)/p||u6“LP(SE) < Kelhy—ale-Dl/r _
ase — 0. (4.27)

Besides, from (3.12), Lemma 2.8 and (4.23), we have

;ig(l) / |Vw! P20, wl [v[P~2v(v — Wev —u.)ds = —Ap / [o[P~2v(v — u) da. (4.28)
"ory,, 2

Gathering (4.24)—(4.28) yields (4.22).
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Finally, we use (4.21) and (4.22) to pass to the limit in (4.20), as € — 0, and obtain that the limit function
u satisfies the following inequality

/ |VolP2VoV (v —u)dz + An,p / [v[P~2v(v — u) dz > /f(v —u)dz, Yo € WHP(2,00). (4.29)
o

As usual, taking v = u 4 A¢ in (4.29) where ¢ € WHP(£2,0) and passing to the limit as A — +0, we obtain
that u satisfies the integral identity (4.19), which concludes the proof. O

Theorem 4.4. Leta=n/(n—p), v > n(p—1)/(n—p) with p € [2,n). Let u. be the weak solution of (1.1), u €
WLP(2,082) the weak solution of the boundary value problem (1.5) with the additional reqularity u € W1°(£2),
and W, defined by (2.15). Then, as € — 0, we have

[|lue —u+Wu||W1p o) +6_7Hu5||1£p(35) — 0. (4.30)

Proof. Let us consider problems (2.5) and (4.19) and take as test functions ¢ = u—W.u and ¢ = u—Weu—Peue,
respectively, for P.u. arising in (2.12). Subtracting both expressions and using the definition of W, on G., we
obtain

/(|Vu|p_2Vu — |V P2 Vu )V (u — Weu — ) dx + 7 / o(x,us)ue ds
Se

- .An’p/ |u[P~?u(u — Weu — Pou.) d — /f’PEuE dz — / |VulP~2VuV (u — Weu — Peu.) da. (4.31)
7

€

Besides, from (2.2), (2.18) and (4.31), we deduce
K (I = Weu =)l ) + el s )

< /(|V(u — W) P2V (u — W) — |Vue P 2Vu )V (u — Weu — u.) dz + zS*V/U(x,us)uE ds <32 +73%24732
Q. Se

(4.32)

where
3= /(|V(u W)V (4= W) — [VulP2Va)V (1 — Wou — u.) da,

("}l\D

-A ,p/|u|p 2u(u — Weu — Poue)dr  and 325—/f73€u5dx—/\Vu|p_2VuV(u—WEu—735u5)dx

Let us show that J% + 3% + 32 tends to zero as ¢ — 0.

From (2.10) and (3.5), we apply Proposition 2.3 with n. = —W.u and ¢ = ¢. = u — W.u — P.u,, and have
that
lim J! = — ;i_{%/ |V (W) P72V (Wou) V(v — Weu — u.) da.

e—0

Moreover, rewriting the computations (4.26)—(4.27) with minor modifications and using (3.12), we have

2271 2
lim 3! —hmz / c A — = JulPT 2u(u— Weu —u.) ds.

e—0 e—0 Wn ]_ — Q¢

BTg/4
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Thus, using Lemma 2.8, (2.10) and (2.17), we obtain
s e N
i%(Jg +732)=0. (4.33)
Besides, since P.u. and u — W.u — P.u. are bounded in W1P(§2) and |G.| — 0 as ¢ — 0, we derive

lim 72 = 0. (4.34)

e—0

Finally, gathering (4.32), (4.33) and (4.34), we obtain, as £ — 0,
IV(u=Weu — Us)”izg((zs) + 577””5”%(35) — 0. (4.35)

To get (4.30) from (4.35), we apply the Poincaré inequality for the extension P.(u — W.u —u.) € WHP(02,062)
as in Theorem 3.2, and the theorem is proved. O

5. CRITICAL RELATION FOR THE ADSORPTION: p € [2,n) AND a € (1, ;%)

In this section, we deal with sizes of cavities larger than the critical size. Because of the adsorption parameter,
the constraints on the boundary of the cavities in (1.1) transform asymptotically into an obstacle problem with a
nonlinear strange term D,,0(z, u) that also contains information on the geometrical configuration of the original
problem, namely, the area of the unit sphere and the scaling factor 06171 (¢f. (1.6)). We show the convergence
of the extension of the solution of (1.1), as € — 0, towards that of (1.6) in the W!P-norm and compute bounds
for discrepancies in the way stated by Theorem 5.2.

Theorem 5.1. Let o € (1,n/(n—p)), v=a(n—1) —n with p € [2,n), and let u. be the weak solution of (1.1).
Then, the limit function u of the extension of u., defined by (2.12), is the weak solution of problem (1.6).

Proof. First, we observe that the variational formulation of problem (1.6) is: find v € Ky such that

/ |Vu|P2VuV (v — u) dz + Dn/a(x,u)(v —u)dz > /f(v —u)dz, Vv € Ky, (5.1)
7} 7} 7

where Kj is defined by
Ko={veWh"P(0,002) : v >0 ae. in 2}. (5.2)

The existence and uniqueness of solution u of (5.1)—(5.2) follows from (2.2) and (2.18) (see the technique in
Thm. 2.1). Besides, by Minty Lemma, problem (5.1) is equivalent to finding u € K, such that

/ |VoP2VoV (v — u) dz + Dn/cf(x,v)(v —u)dz > /f(v —u)dz, Yov € K. (5.3)
2 7 17}

Let us prove that the negative part of the limit function u, u™, is equal to zero a.e. in {2 and, consequently,
u € Ky. Applying Lemma 2.6 and using that uZ = 0 on S. and (2.10), we conclude
||u5_||1£p(95) < Ka”_”E”HVu;HiP(QE) < Ke" P 50 ase — 0. (5.4)

g

Thus, from (2.12) and the fact that |G.| — 0, we have

lu™|lrio) = Ell_f{(l) luz ||r (o) = 0. (5.5)
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In order to prove that the limit function u satisfies (5.3), we pass to the limit in (2.8) with ¢ = v € K. On
account of (2.12) and the volume of G., it follows that

lir%/ |VolP~2VoV (v — u.) dz = / |VolP~2VoV (v — u) dz and lin(l)/f(v —u)dx = /f(v —u)dz
E—r E—

(5.6)
Let us show that, under the assumptions « € (1,n/(n —p)) and v = a(n — 1) — n, the following equality holds:
liII(l) e " / o(x,v)(v—us)ds =D, | o(z,v)(v—u)dz. (5.7)

E—r

Se 2

To do this, we introduce the function M. defined by M.(z) = M (z), v € YJ \Ga,] € 7., where M/ is a
solution of the problem

AMI = pein YINGL, 8, M =10ndGl, 9, M/

€

=0on Y7\ 0G4, (5.8)
and
Cgflga(n—l)—nwn

1—(ace™)w, (5:9)

e =

We assume that [ MIdz = 0. Taking as a test function M7 in the integral identity for M7 and applying
vA\GL
the Hoélder inequality, we obtain

s, L s | [ s | <10GHO My o,
ler)

Besides, using Lemmas 2.5 and 2.4, we get

] <K n—1_-—n j P —1 ] P
1217, sy < Ggs||nmqu IV Mmﬂw>
SK (a7t pal ) VMY < Ka2 VM|
Y]\GJ) YJ\GJ)

Hence, denoting by 17;. the set 17; = Ujer, (Ysj \Eﬁ),

VM| oy < Kal'? and VM., ) < K(ace™')™/P. (5.10)

Lr(YI\GI) —

Now, by means of M,, the integral on S. in (5.7) can be transformed into a volume integral. Thus, we can
write

677/U($,’U)(U —ug)ds =¢e77 Z / div(|[VMI P2V Mo (z,v)(v — u.))dz
F jer. Y
‘ YI\GZ

= Z / [VMZ P2V MV (0 (2,0) (v — ue)) da + &7 Z / A Mo (z,v)(v — u) dz

jGTEYj\E jersyj\a
=e 7 Z / |VMI P2V MIV (0(z,v) (v —u.))dz + &7 Zue / o(z,v)(v —u.)dz. (5.11)
JEY: JEY:

YI\GL YI\GL
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From (5.10) and (2.10) we deduce

(r=1)/p
e / VMYV (o(2, 0) (0 — u.))| de < Ke= / VM. [P dz < Keln=atn=p)/p,
Y. Ye
and, since a < n/(n — p),
lim e Z / |V M |P=2V MV (0(2,v)(v — u.)) dz = 0. (5.12)
YJ\GJ

In addition, by (5.9), (2.12) and the size of G, we derive that

hm e Ve Z / o(z,v)(v—u.)de = CJ~ 1wn/ (z,v)(v —u)dz. (5.13)
Teyinal @

Therefore, gathering (5.11)—(5.13) yields (5.7), which concludes the proof. O

Theorem 5.2. Let o € (1,n/(n —p)), vy =a(n—1) —n and p € [2,n). Let u. be the weak solution of (1.1)
and u € WHP(§2,002) the weak solution of (1.6) with the additional reqularity u € W1°°(£2). Then, as € — 0,
we have

[lue — u||€V1,p(QE) +e ue — uHLp(S ) < KeP, (5.14)
where
B =min{(n - a(n—p))(p—1)/p*,a - 1,(p—1)/p}. (5.15)
Proof. Let us introduce the following boundary value problem
—Apve = f in 0.,
Dy, ve + e Vo(z,vF) + e P Vo(z,07) =0 for x € S, (5.16)
v, =0 on on.

Its variational formulation is: find v. € W1P(£2.,0(2) such that

/|Vv5|p_2Vv8V1/de+5_7/0(x,v:)wds+e_o‘(p_1)/a(x,v;)wdsz/fwda:, Vi € WHP(0.,092).
€ ‘QE

Se Se
(5.17)
The existence and uniqueness of solution v, of (5.17) follows from (2.2) and (2.18). In addition, taking ¢ = v,
in (5.17) and considering P.v. the WP— extension of v to £2 (c¢f. Lem. 2.7), we apply the Poincaré inequality
to obtain the estimates

lvellwrocoy < K, od15nsy S Ke¥y o 02 s,y < Ke®7Y (5.18)

(see the proof of Thm. 2.1 for the technique where we have used the fact that o(z,vZ)vF = 0).
Now, applying Lemma 2.6 and estimates (5.18), we obtain

||Ua ||Lp(_Q ) < K‘C"n oz(n p) (519)
Besides, setting ¢ = v in (5.17) and taking into account the properties of o(x,u) and that
|V |P~2 Vo, = |VoF P2Vl + VoI P2V, (5.20)



946 D. GOMEZ ET AL.

we have
/|Vv;|pd$+£_a(p_1)/J(x,v;)va_ ds = /fvs_ dz. (5.21)
0 . 2
Hence, gathering (5.21) and (5.19), we conclude
IVoz |1}, < KermampD/ip, (5.22)
Once we have shown
||V(Ue+ - Ue)”ip(gs) "’57'Y||UJr UaHLp(S ) < Ken—oln= p))/p (5.23)
and
IV(0d = w)lf0 . + 77 I0d —ullf, s,y < Ke”, (5.24)
where 8 is defined by (5.15), we get
IV (ue — )HL:D(_Q e Jue — u”Lp(s y < KeP

and, rewriting the proof at the end of Theorem 3.2 with minor modifications, (5.14) holds, which proves the
theorem.

Let us show (5.23) and (5.24). In order to prove (5.23), we consider problems (2.5) and (5.17) and take as
test functions ¢ = v} € K. and ¢ = v —u. € WIP(£,,02), respectively. Subtracting both expressions and
using the properties of ¢ and the fact that u. > 0 in S., we obtain

/ <|V1)5|]”72Vv‘E - \Vu5|p72Vue)V(vj —ug)dz +e77 /(J(:c,vj) —o(z,u)) (v —u.)ds
(P Se

< —gmolpml) /cr(x,v;)(vs+ —u.)ds =g~ /or(x,v;)uE ds < 0.
Se Se

Hence, on account of (5.20),

/ (|VU;F|1”72VUQL - |Vue\p72Vu5)V(vj —ug)dz+e77 /(J(x, v —o(z,u)) (v —ue)ds
2 Se

/|VvE P~ QVU V(I —u)dz < ||[Voo ||Lp 0. )HV(U: —uc)|lr(o.)- (5.25)
0.

Now, by (2.2), (2.18), (5.25) and (5.22), it follows
K (1900} = w0, +2 7 0d = wellfngs,))

S/ (|ij|p_2Vv;' - |Vu6\p_2Vug)V(vj —ue)dx +e77 /(0’(1‘,1}:_) —o(z,u)) (v —u.)ds
2. Se
S]I’E‘g(nfa(nﬁﬂ))(:ﬂfl)/P2 ||V(v;L — UE)”LP(QE)
and, consequently, (5.23) holds.
In order to prove (5.24), we consider problems (5.1) and (5.17) and take as test functions v = P.v.T € K

and ¢ = v —u € WHP(£2.,012), respectively. Subtracting both expressions and using (5.20) and the fact that
o(z,v7)u <0 and o(z,v7 )vF =0 on S, we obtain

/<|Vv;"\p_2Vv — |VulP~ 2Vu>V( u)de +e77 /(o(x,vj) —o(z,u)) (vl —u)ds < J: + J2 + J2 (5.26)
Q. S.
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where

Jr=— [ VoI [P2VuZ V(vd — u)da, J? = / |VulP~2VuV (Poo. T — u) de — /f(PE'UE+ —u)dz, (5.27)
2. G G,

and
JS = Dn/cr(:c,u)(PsvsJr —u)dx —e 7 /a(b”c,u)(v;r —u)ds.
19 S.

Let us estimate each term J¢ for i = 1,2, 3.
Taking into account (5.22), (5.18), (2.26), u € W°°(£2) and the embedding of the space WP (§2,92) into
L/ (=P)(2) for p < n, we deduce

—ip—1 —oln— —1)/p2
|J€1| < vae Hip(QE)HV(Uj _U)HLP(QS) < Ke(n—an=p)(p=1)/p (5.28)
and

|Je2| S K‘GEP/(IHV(PEUEJF - U)HLT’(Q) + ||f”an/(np—n-f-p)(GE)||IP<€'U€Jr - u”an/(n—p)(Q)
< K‘GE|1/q||v(PsUs+ - U)HLP(Q) + |CTY€|1/n||fHL‘1(Q)H,PevsJr - U”leP(Q)

< K[elembnp=1)/p 4 caml) < gea—l, (5.29)

To estimate J3 we use again the function M. (z) defined by (5.8) to transform the integral on S, into a volume
integral. Thus, see (5.11), we can write

J2 =(D, — E_VME)/U(:E,u)(’Pyk*' —u)dz +e ", / o(z,u)(Pevet —u)de

2 2\Y-

e / VM. P2V M.V (0, u)(Pov.t — ) da.
1’}5
Now, by (5.9), (5.18), (2.26) and (5.10), it follows that
2] <K [Povt — ull o) + &7 pe| 2\ Y| PP Povt — ull o)

- —1
+e 7||VME||Z£;,(95)||V(PEU5+ —u)|lLe ()]

<K[eloDn 4 p=1)/p 4 gla=np=1)/p 4 (n=a(n=p))/p], (5.30)
Finally, gathering (2.2), (2.18), (5.26), (5.28), (5.29) and (5.30), (5.24) holds, which concludes the proof. O

6. EXTREME CASES FOR p € [2,n)

We consider the rest of possible relations between the parameters o and « which have not been considered
in previous sections. Section 6.1 contains the results for the case of big cavities and small adsorption; the
constraints on the boundary of the cavities in (1.1) transform asymptotically into an obstacle problem for the
p-Laplacian in (2, which ignores the adsorption parameter (which in fact can converge towards oo); that is,
as if Signorini conditions had been imposed (¢f. [11] when p = 2). Section 6.3 contains the results for the
case of small cavities; also the solution ignores asymptotically the adsorption parameter. In both cases, the
convergence of the extension of the solution in the W' P-norm is proved along with bounds for discrepancies as
stated in Theorems 6.2 and 6.5 respectively. Section 6.2 contains the case of large sizes of cavities and adsorption
parameters; the solution of (1.1) vanishes asymptotically and we obtain estimates of the W!P-norm (cf. (6.8)).
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6.1. The case o € (1, )and'y<a(n—1)—n

Theorem 6.1. Let o € (1,n/(n—p)), v < a(n—1) —n with p € [2,n), and let u. be the weak solution of (1.1).
Then, the limit function u of the extension of u., defined by (2.12), is the weak solution of problem (1.7).

Proof. We rewrite the proof of Theorem 5.1 with minor modifications; we briefly outline the main differences
here.
The variational formulation of problem (1.7) is: find u € Ky such that

/|Vu|p_2VuV(v —u)dz > /f(v —u)dz, Yv e K, (6.1)

where Kj is defined by (5.2). Besides, on account of the monotonicity of the function |A\|[P~2)\, problem (6.1)
has a unique solution u € Ky, which also satisfies

/\Vv|p_2VvV(v—u)dfcZ/f(v—u)dx, You € K. (6.2)
17} 2

Let us note that (5.4) and (5.5) also hold in this case and, hence, the limit function u belongs to Kj. To
prove that u satisfies (6.2), we pass to the limit in (2.8) with ¢ = v € Kj. It is easy to check that (5.6) holds.
Moreover, under the assumptions o € (1,n/(n—p)) and v < a(n—1) —n, using (2.3) and (2.10), and computing
|Sc|, it follows that

E_'y/a(x,v)(v —ug)ds| < e TK[|S:| + |Sg\(P_1)/pHu8||Lp(sE)] < Kelem=D=n=0@=D/p 0 as e — 0,
Se

which concludes the proof. O

Theorem 6.2. Let o € (1,n/(n —p)), v < a(n—1) —n and p € [2,n). Let u. be the weak solution of (1.1)
and u € WHP(£2,00) the weak solution of (1.7) with the additional regularity uw € W1>°(£2). Then, as € — 0,
we have

[ue — ullpip (2. +e M Jue —ully, 5.y < Ke¥, (6.3)
) (Se)

where
k =min{(n —a(n —p))(p—1)/p*,a —1,a(n —1) —n —~}. (6.4)

Proof. We use the technique in Theorem 5.2, that is, we consider v, the solution of problem (5.16), which
satisfies estimates (5.18), (5.19) and (5.22). Besides, under the assumption a € (1,n/(n—p)), it is easy to check
that (5.23) holds (see the proof of Thm. 5.2). Now, let us prove that, under the hypotheses of Theorem 6.2,

IV (v )||Lp(g e ot _U”ip(se) < Ke¥, (6.5)
where u is the weak solution of (1.7) and & is given by (6.4). Thus, gathering (5.23) and (6.5), we get
19t = )l ) + e =l s, < K" (6.6)
Moreover, since |S.| < Ke*("~1)~" we also have
IV (ue HLP(Q "‘E_WHUEHIﬁp(sE) < Ke".

To prove (6.5), we consider problems (6.1) and (5.17) and take as test functions v = P.v.* € Ky and
= vl —u € WHP(£,,01), respectively, where u is the weak solution of (1.7). Subtracting both expressions
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and using (5.20) and the fact that o(z,v2 )u < 0 and o(x,v; )v7 = 0 on S., we obtain (5.26) where J! and .J2
are defined by (5.27) and J2 is

J? = —6_7/U(x,u)(vg' —u)ds.
Se

Taking into account (5.22), (5.18), (2.26), u € W°(£2) and the embedding of the space WP (§2, ) into
L™/ (=P)(2) for p < n, we deduce (5.28) and (5.29). Moreover, by Young inequality,

[ ot s —uds| < 8ot ~ulf g, + KSVEDIS] < 8ol ~ullq,, + K8V D00, (6)
Ss

with arbitrary ¢ > 0. Therefore, from (2.2), (2.18), (5.26), (5.28), (5.29) and (6.7), it follows that
— — — a(n—1)—n— n—a(n— — 2 a—
K[[V(vd — u)||§-ip(95) +e (K = d)|vS — uHLP(S ) S K(57 1 @mDgatnmimn=y  glnmaln=p)p=D/p" 4 gomt),

Now, choosing § = K/2 in the above expression yields (6.5).
To obtain (6.3) from (6.6), we apply the Poincaré inequality for the extension P.(u. —u) € WHP(£2,002) as
in Theorem 3.2, and the theorem is proved. (I

6.2. The case o € (1, )and'y>a(n—1)—n

Theorem 6.3. Let a € (1,n/(n—p)), v > a(n—1) —n and p € [2,n). Then, the extension P.u. of the weak
solution of (1.1), defined by Theorem 2.1, verifies

[Pty gy < K140 4 e, (6:5)
and, consequently, P.u. converges to zero in W1P(§2) when & — 0.
Proof. Applying Lemma 2.6 and estimate (2.10) yields
||u5||1£,,(95) < K[ai_"f:‘"llua||’£p(sg) + aﬁ_"E"IIVuellip(QE)] < K[Ev_a(n_l)—m + En_a(n_p)]'
Besides, setting ¢ = 0 in the integral inequality (2.5) and using (2.2), we obtain

IVuell7o . + & uclpos,y < 1fllLsolluellLee.)-

Thus,

HUEHI;VLP(_QE) < K[E'Yfa(nfl)Jrn +En7a(n7p)]1/p7

and, by (2.9), the theorem holds. O

6.3. The case a > ni_p and vy € R

Theorem 6.4. Let a > n/(n —p), v € R with p € [2,n), and let u. be the weak solution of (1.1). Then, the
limit function u of the extension of ue, defined by (2.12), is the weak solution of the Dirichlet problem (1.8).

Proof. Let us take in (2.8) the test function ¢ = v — W,v € K. where v € C§°(£2) and W, is the function
defined by (2.15); since W. = 1 in G, we obtain

/ V(v — W) P2V (v — W)V (v — Wev — u.)de > /f(v - Wou —u.)dz

€
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and we pass to the limit when € — 0. On account of (2.12) and (2.17), we deduce

Besides, using (3.5), (2.12) and (2.17), we apply Proposition 2.3 with n. = —W.v and ¢ = ¢. = v — W.v — Peue
where P.u,. is the W1P—extension defined in Theorem 2.1, and we obtain

liH(l) V(v — Wo)|P 2V (v — Weu)V(v — Wev — u.) dz = / |VolP2VoV (v — u) d.
e—
Q. 2

Thus, we get that u satisfies the following inequality

/ |VolP~2VoV (v — u) de > /f(v —u)dz, Yve WhP(02,00). (6.9)
2 2

As usual, taking v = u £ \¢ in (6.9) where ¢ € WP (£2,042) and passing to the limit as A — +0, we obtain
that u satisfies the integral identity for problem (1.8), which concludes the proof. (]

Theorem 6.5. Let & > n/(n —p), v € R and p € [2,n). Let u. be the weak solution of (1.1) and u €
WLP(£2,00) the weak solution of (1.8) with the additional regularity u € W1°°(§2). Then, as € — 0, we have

e = ullfyrp g,y + € uellps,y < Kemin(@mmpmmE=/maemt), (6.10)

Proof. We consider the variational formulation of problem (1.8) and (2.5) and take as test functions ¢ =
u—Weu—"Peue and ¢ = u—Weu, respectively, for W, the function defined by (2.15) and P.u, arising in (2.12).
Subtracting both expressions and using that W, = 1 in G, we obtain

/(|Vu|p72Vu — | Vue P2 Vu )V (u — Weu — ug) dz + 77 / o(z, us)ue ds
2 Se

< - /fpgue dz — / |Vu|P2VuV (u — Wou — Pou) d. (6.11)
GE GE

Besides, from (2.2), (2.18) and (6.11), we deduce
K(||V(u—Weu — ua)”ip(_@) + 5_’Y||u€||ip(sg))

< /(|V(u — Wew)|P72V (u — Weu) — |Vue P2 Vu )V (u — Weu — u) do + 77 / o(z,u)u. ds < Z1 + 72
Q. S.
(6.12)

where
7zl = /(|V(u — Wew)|P72V (u — Weu) — |VulP2Vu)V(u — Weu — u.) dz,
2
and
72 =~ / fP-ue da — / |Vu|P~2VuV (u — Weu — Poue) da.
G. G.

Let us estimate Z! and Z2.
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From (2.23), (2.24), (2.16), (2.10) and the embedding of L"(£2) into L*(§2) for s < r, we have
25| < KIIVW |7 o) IV (0 = Wew = P )| o) < Kel@rmm)mme=b/p, (6.13)
Moreover, by the embedding of the space WP (§2,942) into L™/("=P)((2) for p < n, we deduce

| Z2| <Nl powsov—ntor (Goy [ Petiell s () + K|Ge|Y 9|V (4 = Wer = Peve) || o)
§|G6|1/n||f||L‘1(Q) ”PauaHW“’(Q) + K‘GE‘l/qu(u = Weu — PEUE)HLP(Q)
<K[e*! 4 lomine=/p) < geo 1, (6.14)

Finally, gathering (6.12), (6.13) and (6.14), we obtain
9 = Wets = 0 ) & el s,y < Kemin(etnmmlo=tmay), (6.15)

To get (6.10) from (6.15), we apply the Poincaré inequality for the extension P.(u — W.u —u.) € WHP(02,062)
as in Theorem 3.2, and the theorem is proved. O

7. THE MOST CRITICAL RELATION WHEN p =n

In this section, we consider the case where p = n, n > 3, and a more general geometry than that in Sections 3-6
(see Fig. 1). For the sake of brevity, we only provide the homogenized problem of (1.1) and the corresponding
corrector in the most critical situation, namely, what can be the analogous case to the big point in Figures 2
and 3. Further specifying, among all the possible relations between the parameters ., € and a. we consider the
critical size of the perforations provided by the relation €™/ ("= In(a-!) = O(1), and the critical relation for the
adsorption parameter which is obtained when 5. multiplied by the total area of the perforations is of order 1.
Conditions (7.2) give the mentioned relations while (1.12) give particular choices or a. and S, satisfying (7.2).

Considering problem (1.1) in perforated domains 2., with isoperimetric perforations of arbitrary shape
(¢f. (7.1)), in Theorem 7.4, we prove the convergence of the solution towards that of the homogenized problem
in (1.9), which is a boundary value problem in {2 with the strange term in the partial differential equation
containing a double contribution on the boundary of the perforations, namely, the contribution due to the con-
straint ue > 0 and 9, us > —f.0(x, uc). Due to the last constraint, the function H(x,u) arising in the strange
term is implicitly defined from a functional equation (cf. (1.10)) in which also the perimeter of the perforations [
appears for any shape. We refer to Proposition 2.2 for the existence and uniqueness of the solution H = H (z,u)
of (1.10) and its properties, as well as Section 8 for examples of explicit solutions for certain data o. The result
on the corrector and improved convergence is in Theorem 7.5. We follow the scheme of proofs in Section 3.

Let us first introduce the geometrical configuration of the problem, the new test functions that we need to
prove convergence and some preliminary results.

Let M be a finite subset of Z which we can identify with {1,2,...,ma} for my, € Z. Assume that we
have the set M of domains D™ satisfying the following properties: for any m € M, D™ C T /4 C Y, where
Y = (-1/2,1/2)", Ty /4 = {y € R" : |[y| < 1/4}, D™ is diffeomorphic to a ball m € M, and the area of D™ is
equal to a given number [ > 0, i.e.

|0oD™| =1, Vm € M. (7.1)

We define ' _
G.=|J @@ +e)= | ¢,
JET: JET.
where G7 coincides with one of the domains D™, m € M, and 1. = {j € Z" : @i CYI=¢cY+ej,Gd ﬂi # 0}
(see Fig. 1). Obviously, we have || & de~", with some d > 0, and

GlcTi T’

J
6/4CY:3’
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where Tga and Tej /4 1€ balls with radius a. and /4, respectively, and center P/, which coincides with the center

of YJ. Now we can define
2. =02\ G., S: =0G,, 092, =02US..

Let us consider (1.1) when p = n, and the e-depending parameters a. and [. satisfy
B/ (=1 g g—n/(n=1) _, 6’3 and ™V In(4a, /e) — —a?, (7.2)

where Cy and @ are some constants different from zero. Recall that o arising in (1.1) satisfies (2.1)~(2.3) with
d € [n —1,00). Also, its variational formulation reads (2.5)—(2.6).

Using the monotonicity of the function o(z,u) with respect to u € R (cf. (2.2)) and of the function |A[*~2\
with respect A € R", (2.3) and the continuous embedding of W (§2.,82) into L"(S:) for n < r < oo, we have
the following result for the solution of (1.1) (equivalently of (2.5)—(2.6)).

Theorem 7.1. Let ¢ > 0, f € L "=1(), and a. and B. given by (7.2). Then, problem (2.5)—(2.6) has a

unique solution u. € K. which also satisfies the inequality

/ V" VoV(6 — u.)de + e / o (2, 8)(6 — u.) ds > / f6-u)de, VocK.. (7.3)
2. 2.

=

In addition, for u. the solution of (2.5)—(2.6), there exists an extension P-u. of u. to 2, P-u. € WHn(£2,00)
with the following properties

[Peuellwinie) < Klluellwin(a.), [VPeucll L2y < K| Vue|Ln(a.)
and )
n n _1
”PEUEHWL"(Q) + Bellue| Ln(s.) = K| f] z'n/r(bnfl)(m' (7.4)

The proof of Theorem 7.1 holds by rewriting the proof of Theorem 2.1 with minor modifications. Consider-
ing (7.4), for each sequence of € we can extract a subsequence (still denoted by ¢) such that as e — 0

P.ue — u in WH(02,002) and P.u. — uin L () for anyr € [1,00), (7.5)

for a certain function u which, once identified, provides the convergences (7.5) for the whole sequence of . The
aim of the section is to obtain the homogenized problem satisfied by the function  in (7.5) (see Thm. 7.4).

To do this, we introduce the functions Q. and W, € W (£2,02) as follows: For j € 7%, let ¢/(z) be the
solution of the problem

Apgl=0 in T, \GL

¢ =1 on  9GL (7.6)
@ =0 on aTg/4,
and we introduce the function Q. € W1 (£2,012) by setting
Q-(x) = gl(x), zeT/,\GL jeT., (7.7)

extended by 1 inside G, j € T¢, and by 0 in R" \ J;cy. T7 4
Similarly, for j € 7%, let wi(z) be the solution of the problem

Awi=0 in T \TL,

wl = on Ty, (7.8)
wl=0 on oT? ;.
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wl = (m (‘i’))l In (‘L'f”;PEj') (7.9)

We define the function W, € WH(£2,00) by setting

It can be easily verified that

We(z) =wi(z), zeT! \Ti, jeT, (7.10)
extended by 1 inside T , j € 7, and by 0 in R™ \ U,y Tsj/4. Thus, we compute
IVWe | (o) < KleIn(dac/e)[~™ if 1<m<n,
IVWellfn oy < K"V In(4a. /e)|' "

and, since e/ ("~ In(4a. /) — —a? as € — 0, we have

VW[ Py < Ke™ ™D if1<m<n, VW,

o) < K, (7.11)

and
W, — 0 in W™ (2) as e — 0. (7.12)

It should be noted that because of the geometry of the G7, in general, the function ¢/, defined by (7.6),
cannot be explicitly constructed. Lemma 7.2 provides us some properties for (). by means of comparison with
W, in {2 (see Lem. 2 in [39] for the proof).

Lemma 7.2. Let us assume that €/ ("~ Yln(4a./c) — —a% as e — 0. Let Q. and W, be defined by (7.7)
and (7.10) respectively. Then, we have

1
[We = Qellwin(o) < Ken=T. (7.13)
Also for the sake of completeness, we introduce the following result.

Lemma 7.3. Let Y. = £(—1/2,1/2)"\ a.Go where Gy is a domain of R™ diffeomorphic to a ball, and 0 < a. <

/4 such that a.Go C e(—=1/2,1/2)". If ¢ € WH™(Y), then

@1 a0c0) < K [a27 e ol g, + a2 inle/ac) " V6l 5, |
The proof of Lemma 7.3 holds applying the technique in Lemma 2 in [33] for p = 2 (cf. Lem. 2.5).

Theorem 7.4. Let a. and B satisfy (7.2) and let u. be the weak solution of problem (1.1) with p = n. Then,
the limit function u of the extension of u., defined by (7.5), is the weak solution of the problem (1.9)—(1.10).

Proof. First, let us note that on account that Proposition 2.2, equation (1.10) has a unique solution H =
H (x,u), which is a continuously differentiable function in 2 x (R\ {0}) and continuous in §2 x R, and satisfies
H(z,0) = 0, (2.20) and (2.21) with p = n. Also, we observe that the weak solution of problem (1.9) is the
solution in W1 (£2,012) of the integral equation

/|Vu|"_2VuV¢d;E + A, /(|H(:C,v+)|”_2H(x7v+) + |v_|”_2v_)q5dx = /fqbdx, Vo € Wh™(02,00).
%) 7} 2

(7.14)
From the monotonicity of the function |A|*72) and (2.20) with p = n, the existence and uniqueness of solution
of (7.14) holds (¢f. [30]).
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Let us consider the function
¢d=v—Q(H(z,v")+0v7), (7.15)

where v € C§°(£2), Q. is the function defined by (7.7) and H(z,7) is the solution of the functional equa-
tion (1.10). Because of (7.7) and (2.21), we can check that ¢ > 0 on S. and, hence, it belongs to K.. We now
take ¢ as a test function in (7.3); by definition of Q., we get

/ V(v = Qc(H(z,v™) + v7)["*V(v — Qe(H(z,v") +v7))V(v = Qe(H (z,v™) +v7) — uc) dz
Q2

+,6’8/U(x,v+ — H(z,v")) (vt — H(z,v") —u)ds > [ f(v— Q(H(z,v") +v7) —u.)dz (7.16)
3. Qe

and we pass to the limit in (7.16) when & — 0.

We denote by 7- the first integral on the left hand side of (7.16) and by H the function H = H(z,v") +v™.
Thus, we have

Te =/ <|V(v ~W.H + (W, — Q) H)|" 2= |V(v— Waﬁ])|n_2)v(v —Q-H)V(v— Q.H —u.)dx
2.

+/|V(U_W5ﬁ)‘n_2v(’0—@€ﬁ)v(’[)—Qsﬁ_ua)dx:7'€a+7'€b+7;c+7-€d’
02,

where

7o = / (|V(v “WoH + (W, — Q) H) "2 — V(v — vvjnw*)wv — Q-H)V(v— Q.H — u.)dz,
2

€

Tb

/ V(v — W.H)|" V(v — W.H)V (v — W.H — u.) dz,

0.
Te = / V(0 — WD) [" 2V (W, — Q) )V (0 — Q. —u.) de
0.

and
7= [190 = W) 29 (0 = W)V (W, - Q.)H) d,
2

Using Holder inequality, (7.13), (7.11) and (7.4), it follows

T < IV (0 — W.H)|

Tt IV ((We = Qo) H) || (e

and
T <V (0 = WeH) 7220 IV (We = Qo) H) || 1o (2,) IV (0 = Qe H — ue) || vy

which converge towards zero as ¢ — 0. Moreover, taking into account the inequalities (A.3) and (A.4) with
p =n (see, for the technique, the estimate |RZ| for p > 3 in the proof of Prop. 2.3), we have

721 <K [ [9(W. = QE)|(V (v~ WLH)| + [V (W, — Q)"
2
X |V(v— Q.H)||V(v — Q.H — uz)|dz — 0 as e — 0.
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Hence,

e—=0

lim 7: = lim / 19 (0 = Wo D)2V (0 — W)V (0 — W. BT — 1) da.
e—

QE

Now, we write the last integral, 72, as

/ V(v — W H)|[" 2V (0 = W.H)V (v — W.H —u.)dx = Z¢ + Z° + Z¢ + 22,

‘QE

where

Z0 = /(|V(v —W_H)|"2 — |Vu|" ) VoV (o — W.H —u.)de, Z°= / IVo["2VoV (v — W H — u.) dz,

2. 2.

€

2t = (V0= W) = VW)™ 2) VW) (o~ WA = ) da
2

and
£

zl=- / V(W H)|" 2V (W H)V (0~ WH — ue) da.

02

From Proposition 2.3, (7.11) and (7.4), we obtain |Z?| — 0 and |ZS| — 0 as € — 0. Besides, on account
of (7.12), (7.5) and the size of G, we deduce

lim 2! = / IVo|"2VoV (v — u) dz.
E—r
(9

Finally, by (7.11), we get

lim 20 = ;ig%/ VW[ 2YW V([ H 2 E (0 — W — u.)) da

02

Thus, gathering the above convergences, we obtain

li
e—0

m T = / V" 2VoV (v — u) do — lin(l)/ VWL 2YWV(H 2 H (o — WoH — u))de. (717)
e—
Q ‘QE

Now, let us consider the second term on the the right hand side of (7.16) and let us prove that

lim BE/U(x,vJ" — H(z,v"))(v" — H(z,v") —u.)ds — / VW, " 2VW_.V(|H|" ?H(v — W.H — u.)) dz
e—
Sa Qa

<A, /(\H(m, v D)2 H (z,0) + |v_\"_2v_) (v —u)dz.

2
(7.18)
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By the definition of W, and the Green formula, we have

/ VW, " 2YW. V(| H["*H(v = WH — u.))dz = ) IVw! |28, wi|H|" 2 H (v — u.) ds

JEY: V.
$2 OTEJ/AL

+ Z IVw! |20, wl|H|"2H(v — H — u.)ds.
jGTs

Ty,
(7.19)
Moreover, using the properties of H(x,u), we get H(z,v")v™ = 0 and, hence,
|H|"2H = |H (z,v)|" 2H (z,v") + [v=|" 20", (7.20)
Thus, combining (7.19), (7.20) and (7.9) yields
/ VW, |" 2VW_V(|H|" 2H(v — W.H — u.))dz = H® + H® (7.21)
Q.
where
4 n—2 4
HE = H 7-i-n—2‘H' ,++ —|n—2, — _5d
= | oy 2 (H@OOITH G0 ) 0~ ) ds
JEY: 5
aTg/4
and
I
M=~ 2 z (|H (2, o) 2H (2, 0" )+ o7 " 207 ) (v —H (2, 0") ~u.) ds.
N ac In(42=) a. In(42) ng;a :

oTi.

On account of (7.5) and (7.2), we apply Lemma 2.8 and have

e—=0

—lim HZ = A, /(|H(£C,U+)|”72H(m7v+) + |v*|”*21f>(v —u)dz. (7.22)
2
Therefore, the proof of (7.18) is completed by showing

lin%) ,6’5/0(95, vt — H(z,v")) (vt — H(z,v") —u.)ds — H® | <O0. (7.23)
e—
Se

To prove (7.23), we have to introduce a set of functions {m?};cr.: for each j € 7%, we consider the problem

, _ o , ,
A,m? =0in Ty \ G7, 0y, m’ = ——on 0Ty, 0y, m’ = —1 on 0G’, (7.24)

which has a unique solution defined up to an additive constant. We note that because for j € 1, G € M, we
are dealing with a finite number of different functions (7.24). For j € 7, we set

_ e pi —
ml(z) = em1m/ (;1: = ) for z € T] \ GL. (7.25)

Qe
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It is easy to see that mi(z) is a solution of the following problem

Ayml =0in TJ \ G2, dy,ml = al™"e"— on 0T , 9y, ml = —al="e" on OGY. (7.26)

) €

We take h. = (|H(z,v")|" 2H(z,v") + [v=[""207)(v" — H(z,v") — u.) as a test function in the integral
identity for problem (7.26) and we get

" 2VYmiVh. dz| = e"al ™" | | hods — — / 2
> / IVmi "2V mIVh, dz| = e"a / s wﬂz (7.27)

JEY. T — JEY:
T4 \G1 ‘ori.

Now, by (7.25), it follows

/ Vymi|"de = aZ"ale /() / Vymd [ dy < Ke™'/(=D)
TiNGL TI\GT
and, hence,
> / IVmi[" de < K&/ =Dgmn = fen/(n= D), (7.28)
130G

Thus, from (7.27), (7.28) and (7.4), we derive

/h ds——Z/hds < Ke. (7.29)

JEY:

“oTi.
Let us prove (7.23). To do it, we write
Bg/a(az,v+—H(x,v+))(v+—H(a:,v+)—ua)ds—7-£b X4 X+ ac + xd (7.30)
Se
where
1 n2 1 gnal™m
Xl = he ds,
€ ac In(4a. /e) ac In(4a. /¢) t e Z / s
JEY:
“oTi.
n,l—-n n,l-n —n,n—1 ~2(n—1)
by E'a; Wn B e wpeha M (Pee Ml — Cf )
X=—5 | /hs ds— > [ heds|, Xxf= o DD he ds
Se JEY: coTd o 0 Se
and
W,
x4 =B, /a(ac,v+ — H(z,v"))(vt — H(z,v") —u.)ds — T AT /hs ds
F la2(n=1) F

From (7.29), it is clear that
lim &% = 0. (7.31)

e—0
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Besides, applying Lemma 7.3, we obtain

[[]

Pags) < K (a2l o, + a2 (/a1 [Vl g,

for all w € W"(£2.) and, thus,

[ heds| < Kafr et @t g n(e/a) Y el o,

Se

Then, using (7.2) and (7.4), we deduce

gg% X:=0. (7.32)
In a similar way, we have

hH(l) X2 =0. (7.33)

e—

Now, taking into account that H is the solution of the functional equation (1.10) and that v~ (vT — H(z,v")) =0
and u. > 0 on S, we conclude that

X = *551/371 / o= " 20~ (v — H(z,v") —u.)ds <0. (7.34)
Se

Then, gathering (7.30), (7.33), (7.31), (7.32) and (7.34) yields (7.23), and, from (7.21), (7.22) and (7.23), (7.18)
holds.

Using (7.17) and (7.18), we obtain that the limit of the left hand side of (7.16) is bounded from above by the
following expression

/ |Vo[""2VuV (v — u) dz + A, /(|H(x, o) |2 H (z,0T) + |v_|”_211_) (v —u)dz.
2 2
In addition, (7.5), (7.12), (7.13) and the fact that |G.| — 0, as € — 0, give

e—0

lim [ f(v—Q.H —u)dz = [ f(v—u)daz.
/ /

Therefore, taking limits in (7.16), we obtain that u satisfies the following inequality
/ V"2V (v — u) d + A, /(|H(x, P2 H (e w®) o2 ) (0w de > /f(v —u)dz, (7.35)
Q o) Q

for all v € WHn(£2,062). As usual, taking v = u £ \¢ in (7.35) where ¢ € W (£2,942) and passing to the limit
as A — +0, we get (7.14), which concludes the proof. ]

Finally we state the corrector result whose proof is performed by re-writing the proof of Theorem 3.2 with
the suitable modifications introduced by the value of p, the definition (7.7) and the Theorem 7.4.

Theorem 7.5. Let a. and B satisfy (7.2) and let u. be the weak solution of problem (1.1) with p =n. Let u €
Whn(£2,00) the weak solution of the boundary value problem (1.9) with the additional reqularity u € W1°°(£2),
and Q. defined by (7.7). Then, as € — 0, we have

lue = w+ Qe(H (2, u™) +u7)[Yyin(q) + Bellue = u™ + H(z,u™)||fn(s,) — 0.
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8. FINAL COMMENTS

Here, we gather some comments and remarks about the extensions of the results throughout the paper.

As regards the most critical situation (point I in the table of Sect. 1), let us note that in the case where
o(x,u) = b(z)ulP~2u, with b(x) a strictly positive continuously differentiable function in (2, we can solve
explicitly the functional equation (2.19) for p € [2,n]; namely, we can define the solution H of (2.19) explicitly
in terms of b(z) and u. As a matter of fact, we obtain

H(z,u) = (ob(x))1/ =1

= T (o) 5

where o contains information on the averaged constant of the problem (cf. also (2.21) and (2.22)).

Since all the results of the paper apply to this case, o(z,u) = b(x)|u|P~2u, we observe that the dependence of
the nonlinear strange term on b(z) ranges from linear to nonlinear or no dependence (cf. the table in Sect. 1);
the nonlinear dependence appearing for the most critical case (¢f. Sects. 3 and 7).

Also, an important point to underline is that in the case where b(x) = b is a positive constant, even for the
most critical situation, arbitrary shapes of the cavities (periodically placed) can be considered and some kind
of capacity constant will likely appear in the homogenized problem. The latter can be easily shown for p = 2
suitably modifying proofs in Section 3, although, to our knowledge, the result for variational inequalities is not
found in the literature.

As regards the geometrical configuration of the problem, we observe that, for p € [2,n), the limit behavior
of the solution of (1.1) remains to be obtained in the cases where the cavities G. are not balls or there is not
periodicity of the structure. For the case where p = 2, different shapes of the domains have been considered
in [24,25] for boundary value problems outside the most critical situation (namely, outside the big point in
Figs. 2 and 3). As a matter of fact, the local problem obtained from the microstructure of the original problem,
strongly depends on the center of the cavities and makes it difficult to guess the homogenized problem. This fact
has been observed in very different homogenization problems in perforated media, with linear partial differential
equations and with different boundary conditions or constraints on the boundary condition, and always related
with critical sizes of the cavities. Sometimes the difficulty can be overcome by considering periodicity of the
coefficients arising in the partial differential equations or more restrictive parameters and functions arising on
the Robin boundary conditions (cf., e.g., [11,35] and references therein). Also let us note that other techniques
avoiding local problems could allow less restrictive geometrical configuration to be considered: see [7,35] for two
second order elliptic operators with oscillating coefficients and two types of cavities, in each periodicity cell,
with Signorini condition or nonlinear Robin condition on the boundary of one of these cavities. However, we
highlight that, in the existing literature, the most critical case (cf. Point I on the table of Sect. 1.1) for arbitrary
shapes of perforations has not been considered even when p = 2: ¢f. [24] for arbitrary shapes when o = bu and
p = 2; see the above paragraph in this connection.

For nonlinear Robin boundary conditions, even for the Laplace operator, in the most critical situation,
the problem has been unsolved for a long time. [24] considers perforations that are not necessarily balls but
the problem for the most critical relation remained as an open problem for any geometry of the perforations
until [21]. [21] appears as the first paper in the literature where an implicitly defined homogenized problem
is outlined, the perforations being for balls. In fact [21,24, 25, 44] consider the Laplace operator in perforated
media over the whole domain and their results complement each other. However [21,44] consider only spherical
cavities while the cavities can be of different shapes in [24,25] but for relations between parameters outside the
big point. See [18,20] for a long list of references on related problems.

In the most critical situation, for nonlinear Robin boundary conditions, the Laplacian and n = 2, namely,
p =n = 2, we refer to [37] for general geometries of the cavities and to [18] when p = 2, n = 3 and the domain is
perforated by tubes. An extension to p = n > 3 can be found in [39]. Here, in Section 7, we consider a different
problem (cf. (1.1)), with unilateral constraints. Also, a more restrictive o is considered in [18,37,39]. However,
it should be emphasized that, in any case, the perimeter of the perforations arises in the strange term instead
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of the shape of the perforations as one might expect for n > 3. In these cases, the difference to broach the
problem for the different values of p, namely 2 < p < n and p = n, recalls the difference when n > 3 and n = 2
for the Laplacian in [9], or the Stokes equations in [2], both with Dirichlet conditions on the boundary of the
perforations. When considering the adsorption, the perimeter of the perforations also arises in the homogenized
problem (cf. [37] for further details on the differences when p = n = 2).

Related with the nonlinear data of our problem, we note that the hypotheses (2.1)—(2.3) on the function
o(x,u) in this paper seem to be optimal and allow us to provide a general framework for results and proofs.
However, many of the results hold true under weaker hypotheses for o. Actually, the strong monotonicity outlined
in (2.2) can be changed by the weaker hypothesis of strict monotonicity or only monotonicity depending on
the relations for parameters or the appropriate improved convergence. This can be seen in a simple way when
verifying proofs.

However, as noticed in [22], the adsorption isotherms used mostly in the literature are of the form o(z,u) =
g(u) with ¢ a positive strictly increasing function in [0, 00). In this connection, we also note that certain proofs
can be adapted for functions o both with less smoothness or increasing requirements. We refer to [5] for explicit
definitions of ¢ arising in models from ecology, hydrogeology or chemical reactions, for comments on possible
extensions when u < 0, and for further references.

Remark 8.1. Note that, in this paper, we give results for the p-Laplacian on perforated domains, by tiny
cavities, with constraints for solutions and their normal derivatives on the boundary of the cavities, which are
completly new in the literature. Dealing with unilateral constraints for the p-Laplacian and the homogenization
of perforated media, we mention very different problems and results in [36] for Signorini conditions (when
a = 1) and [26,41] for obstacle problems. For different constraints and sizes of perforations, we provide a
map of all possible homogenized problems and construct the corresponding correctors (see Figs. 2 and 3). In
particular, we obtain seven different limits when p € [2,n), most than ever found for the p-Laplace operator
in perforated media (see [28,40] to compare). In this connection, [40] considers a e-dependent boundary value
problem with generalized Robin condition (no constraints for solutions), without any corrector result and with
a more restrictive o. Except one, the strange terms in [40] are different since they cannot get the double
influence coming from the constraints on the solutions and on their normal derivatives (cf. Sect. 1); among all
the homogenized problems here obtained, only (1.5) and (1.8) coincide with some homogenized problems in [40]
for some o. In addition, to improve the weak convergence obtained in [40], it suffices to re-write the proofs for
correctors in Sections 2-6 with the suitable modifications. Similar comments apply to the results in [37,39] when
p=n=2and p=n > 3, respectively, and to our new strange term in (1.9) and corrector in Theorem 7.5.
Dealing with the results in [16,19, 23], see the end of Section 1.

APPENDIX A.

To avoid introducing technical details in Section 2.1, we provide here the proof of Propositions 2.2 and 2.3
that we have not found in the literature.

Proof of Proposition 2.2. Let us consider z = 7 — H and rewrite the equation as |z —7|P~2(z —7) +o0o(z, 2) = 0.
Considering the continuously differentiable function F(z,7,2) = |z — 7|P72(z — 7) + o0o(w, 2) defined from a
domain of R"*2 into R and taking into account that only the points of the form (z,7,2) = (,0,0), x € {2, can
verify F(x,7,z) = 0 and 0, F(x, 7, 2) = 0, the implicit function theorem provides the continuously differentiable
function in 2 x (R\ {0}), z = U(x,7) such that

\U(z,7) — 7P 2(U(2,7) = 7) + 00 (2, U(x,7)) = 0.

Then, writing H(z,7) =7 — U(x,7) for (z,7) € 2 x (R\ {0}) and H(z,0) = 0 for € 2 (cf. (2.4)), we verify

that H is the unique continuous function in {2 x R which satisfies (2.19).
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Moreover, on account of (2.19) and the monotonicity of the functions |A\|[P~2) and o(z, 2) (cf. (2.18) and (2.2),
respectively), we have
(|H (2, w)|P~* H (2, u) — |H (2, 0)[P72H (z,v)) (u — v)
= (|H (z, )P~ H(z,u) — |H(z,v)[""2H (z,v))(H (z,u) - H(z,v))
+o(o(z,u— H(z,u)) —o(x,v— H(z,v)))(u— H(xz,u) — v+ H(z,v))
> ks|H(z,u) — H(z,v)|” + oki|u — H(z,u) — v+ H(z,0)|” > ki|u — v|?,

for all z € 2, u,v € R, and certain constant k; > 0, and (2.20) holds. Condition (2.20) and the fact that
H(z,0) =0 imply (2.22). Finally, using (2.19), (2.22) and (2.4) we can prove (2.21), which concludes the proof
of the proposition. O

Proof of Proposition 2.3. First, we write the term on the left hand side of (2.23) as

/ (\V(v +0) PV (v + ) — |W|P—2W) Vedr = R+ R? 4 R¢ (A1)
2

=

where

Rgz/ (|V(v+ne)\p‘2—|vv|p—2)vuwdx, R’;E/ (|V(v+ne)\p‘2—\Vn5|p‘2)vn5wdx
Qe

€

and
R = / Ve |P2VnVe da.
Q2.

Then, we apply the inequality

lla+b|P™2 — |b[P~2| < |a]P~2,  Va,beR", (A.2)
for p € (2, 3], obtained from the Minkowskii and the triangle inequalities, and the inequalities
(a+0)P~2 —bv~2 < a(p—2)(a+b)P3, Ya,b > 0, (A.3)
and
(a+b)P73 < K(aP™3 +bP79), Ya,b > 0, (A4)

for p > 3, to estimate the term R. = R? + R® arising in (2.23).
Let us assume p € (2, 3]. Using (A.2) and the Hélder inequality we obtain

RS [ 119G 072 = [0l 2o Viplda

=

< / V2|V | Vgldz
02

—2
< Kuvnsni(p—z)p/(pfn(g)HVSOHLP(Q)

and

R < [ 190+ 772 = [Vl 29l Vel do

€

< [ 19op Vel ds

‘QE

< K[Vl prro-v @) IVellLe )
and, hence, (2.24) holds for p € (2, 3].
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Let us assume p > 3. We can write

Rz S/ IV (v +ne)[P~2 = [Vl ~2[| Vo] [Vg| do

€

= [ V@) = (Vo) 9| Ve do
ND¢

F [ T T+ )P ) Ve Vel da,
2.ND;

where DF = {z : [V(v+n:)(2)[P~2 = [Vo(2)[P* > 0} and DT = {z : [V(v +7:)(2)[P~ = [Vo(2)[P~* < 0}.
Now, using (A.3), (A.4) and the Hélder inequality we obtain

| 9P = [V 9eliTelda < [ (90l 4 [T = 90Vl Vil da
nD¢

2.nD3

S(;D*2)/Q IV%I(IWI+|Vns|)p*3|VvHV<p|dzSK/Q (V0| [VolP=2 + [V P2 Vo] )| V| da

<K([[Vnellpe/o- D) T ||V775||L(,, 2)p/(p—1) Q))||V<PHLP(Q)

Similarly, we can estimate

[ 9o = 9+ m) ) Vel Vel da
2.ND_2
< / (19 (0 +12)| + V0 )P~% — [V (0 + 1) [P2) Vo] Vio] d
2.nDZ
<(r-2) /Q V011V (0 + 72)| + [V P3| Vo[ Vig] da < K /Q (V] [VoP~ + [V 2|V o) Vg da

<K([IVnellLoso- v+ ||V775||L(,, 2)p/(p—1)( ))HV‘PHLP(Q)-

Consequently,
|R2| < K[||Vne |l woro-v 2y + V02 02 200 b IVellLe o)

Similar arguments allow us to obtain the same estimate for |R?| and, thus, (2.24) also holds for p > 3.
Now, (2.25) follows from (A.1) and the fact that RS also converges to zero as € — 0 under the assumption
Vel Lr(2) — 0, which concludes the proof. O
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